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SEEK THE LORD 
 

THE WORD THIS WEEK 
“Why be envious because I am generous?” Perhaps we all forget that every day and every thing is a 

gift from God, and can get jealous of those who seem to get a better deal. Strangely it is those with 

least, on the margins, who seem to get a better deal in Jesus’ story of the workers in the vineyard, the 

parable of the kingdom. As the prophet knows, God’s thoughts and God’s ways are not ours. But they 

challenge our expectations and assumptions, and call us all to change up a gear. “Seek the Lord while 

he is still to be found” and “avoid anything in your everyday lives that would be unworthy of the 

gospel of Christ.” 
 

SUNDAY MASS:   (Psalter: Week 1)    
 
 

Gathering Antiphon (6.30pm):     
I am the salvation of the People, says the Lord. 

Should they cry to me in any distress,  

I will hear them, and I will be their Lord for ever. 
 

Isaiah   55:  6 – 9.  
     My thoughts are not your thoughts. 

Response:  Psalm   144. 
R/.  The Lord is close to all who call him. 

 

Philippians   1:  20 – 24,  27. 
    Life to me is Christ. 

 

   Acclamation for the Gospel:     

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Open our hearts, O Lord,  
to accept the words of your Son.   
Alleluia! 

Matthew   20:  1 – 16.       
    Why be envious because I am generous. 

  

Preface and Eucharistic Prayer: of Jesus, the Way to the Father.  
 

Communion Antiphon (6.30pm):     
         I am the Good Shepherd, says the Lord, 

         I know my sheep, and mine know me. 

 

STOP PRESS 
The Archbishop has decided that for the duration of this local lockdown  

there should be no public celebration of the Mass. 

Therefore from Monday on we will revert to ‘virtual’ Mass on Sundays,  

and the church only open for private prayer each Wednesday and Sunday afternoon, 2 – 4pm  
  



MASS AND SERVICES DURING THE WEEK:  
Sat 19th Sept  

 

6.30pm 

25th SUNDAY of the YEAR 

HOME MISSION SUNDAY 

for the People of the Parish 
Sun 20th Sept 10.30am  our Mission to Caerphilly and Bargoed (Live-streamed) 

Mon 21st Sept  

 

SAINT MATTHEW, Apostle and Evangelist 

Stella Curtis (SVP) 

Tues 22nd Sept  Mervyn Williams (SW)  

Wed 23rd ept  
 

2.00 – 4.00pm 

Saint Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest  

Beth and Chris Jones silver wedding 

Exposition and Adoration 

Thurs 24th Sept  Martin Curran (MM)  

Fri 25th Sept  Barbara Jones (SW)   

Sat 26th Sept 
 

am 
 

 

6.30pm 

Mario Moruzzi (GM) 

26th SUNDAY of the YEAR 
(World Day for Refugees and Migrants) 

Evening Prayer of the Church (Live-streamed) 

Sun 27th Sept 10.30am for the People of the Parish (Live-streamed)  
 

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:      

At any time by prior arrangement with the priest (outside).  

 
      

The PARISH PRAYER LIST Among all those we pray for in this time, we continue to 
remember all suffering from the virus and its effects, all the medics, health-workers, and other 
front line workers, and also each other coping with the gradual easing.   We remember also: 
Teresa Meade          Rosa Channon         Graham Jenkins           Sandra Bray                Lloyd Jones 
Cecelia Mawby       David Mabey           Isobel Cummins  Pauline Richards        Margaret Jones      
Carol Morrissey      Claris Howell          Anne Morgan    Pat Starynski         Yvonne Grandon    
Martyn Western      Marjorie Gurney     Carmen Agius           Lowela Teves              Joe Marenghi 
Pamela and Keith Griffiths       Pat + Pino Emanuelli       Mary & Wilson Brown        John Maguire   
Katrin Merry        Sian Thomas   Maura Coll       Mary + Colin Everson 
 

PLEASE PRAY ALSO for Saint Helen’s school, especially the year 4 pupils (among whom were 
most of those who celebrated Communion for a first time here over the past month) and their teacher Mrs 
Pitt, after one of the pupils tested positive and the class was sent home: Another knock to their education. 
 

PRAYER CYCLE FOR OUR DIOCESE: We pray for the People of Saint Julius the 
Martyr, Saint Julian’s Estate, part of All Saints Pastoral Area, Newport, led by Revd. Michael Doyle.  

 
      

THE YEAR OF THE WORD – THE GOD WHO SPEAKS 
 
 

 

“I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord.  Should they cry to me in any distress, 
I will hear them, and I will be their Lord for ever.” 

       (Entry Antiphon, 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

“It’s not Fair!” 
Today’s Gospel story is a parable of the clash between 
the divine and human perspective, on what we earn, and 
what God gives us freely. The workers who have 
sweated through the heat of the day cannot fathom 
God’s radical generosity. 
However hard we work or well we live – or badly or 
little – the eternal day is never earned or deserved, but 
always a free gift of God’s over-generous, ‘unfair’, love.  
God’s ways are not our ways. 



24th  

September 

25th  

September 

SHARING FAITH IN A TIME OF COVID: many thanks to 

the Parish Catechists for an excellent evening of inventive planning and 

hope last Tuesday. Parents Preparation for Baptism will restart in 

October; Preparation for Reconcilliation and Communion next year 

will start  after Christmas, and the patient Confirmandi will be contacted 

and supported while we wait with them for a date for celebrating the 

Sacrament.     However, we still have no local catechists to work with 

couples preparing for Marriage, and no proper structures to invite and 

support adults asking for faith and scraments. Is this where you belong, 

or feel you might be being called? Please keep our mission of sharing 

faith in your prayers and vision.  

  

HOME MISSION SUNDAY, today, reminds us that sharing faith is not 

the preserve of specialists or experts, priests or nuns, theologians or the street-

corner evangelists – it is the ordinary daily-life vocation of each of us. When we 

pray each day for those we love, when we join in the rythm of the seasons and 

the ongoing life of the parish community, when we try to shape our daily routines, 

encounters, and interactions with care, respect, and christian love, we are sharing 

faith. And if that occasionally makes other people ask what we are about, or spurs 

us to ask ourselves, this is the chance, the moment, when we can speak more 

directly, study more formally, work out in conversation or private research what 

it is that being a Catholic Christian means, and why we rejoice in it!  

  
The virtual HARVEST FESTIVAL: Preparations proceed – many thanks  
to Brett who is busy organising musicians and singers to record various pieces  
and hymns, and thanks to those faithful musicians and singers. Thanks  
to Saint Helen’s Primary who are recording a psalm. Thanks 
also for the suggestion of a poem (one so far) and one 
other contribution.  Nothing else?   No one else? ?  It is  
going to be a very short service (or is that your cunning  
plan?) Closing date for ideas and contributions is next weekend, in preparation  
for the Festival on Friday, 3rd October, vigil of the feast of Saint Francis of Assisi, 
and end of the ‘Season of Creation’. 

 
Pope Francis has said that the SEASON OF CREATION is a “season of increased prayer and 
effort on behalf of our common home.”  
Below are two resources offered to support us in celebrating this important 
time in communion with our Christian brothers and sisters.  
For much more, including the Pope’s ground-breaking encyclical 
“Laudato Si”, and selections and ideas from it, please go to 
https://seasonofcreation.org/catholic/. 

 
THURSDAY 

SEASON OF CREATION WEBINAR:  
A JUST TRANSITION FOR EUROPE 
(Sep 24, 2020) 3:00 PM - (Sep 24, 2020) 4:30 PM 
https://gccm.controlshift.app/events/season-of-creation-webinar-a-just-recovery-for-europe 

Register Now 

FRIDAY 

PROPHETIC VOICES FOR CLIMATE ACTION:  
LEARN FROM OTHER YOUNG PEOPLE OF FAITH ACTING FOR CLIMATE 
(Sep 25, 2020) 10:00 AM - (Sep 25, 2020) 11:00 AM 
https://gccm.controlshift.app/events/prophetic-voices-for-climate-action-learn-from-other-
young-people-of-faith-acting-for-climate?just_launched=true 

Register Now 
  

https://gccm.controlshift.app/events/season-of-creation-webinar-a-just-recovery-for-europe
https://gccm.controlshift.app/events/season-of-creation-webinar-a-just-recovery-for-europe


SAINT HELEN’S VIRTUAL COMMUNITY CENTRE – THIS WEEK:  
 

Date Time Event 

Thurs 24th September 7.30pm Scripture Study: Via Saint Helen’s Facebook 

Sat 26th September 6.30pm Evening Prayer (1) of the Church Via Saint Helen’s Facebook 

Sun 27th September 10.30am 

11.30am 

SUNDAY MASS: Via Saint Helen’s Website or Facebook 

‘Coffee Morning’: Via Saint Helen’s Facebook  
 

 

FINANCES: Many thanks to all who keep up 
contributions in various ways – £926.94 gratefully received 
over the last month from the collection as you leave Mass and 
from the contributions in the post or put though the presbytery 
door. And thank you also to all who continue your regular 
contribution through standing orders. 

Thank you also to all who contribute to the Parish 200 club, 
and the organisers, for the £ 589.09 raised this year. 

You may be pleased to know that  
the 20+ year old church boilers will be replaced, as soon as the new boilers 
and accessories can be obtained from the manufacturers who are struggling 
with problems with their parts supply chain. 
We are also gathering quotes for the repainting of the exterior of church.    

 
THANK YOU to Brigid and Paul Brown, and to all who donated 

(many) books for the book stall they ran at Cafod and other charity 

events in the Parish. Stuck for storage, Brigid and Paul passed on the 

remainder to Oxfam: Oxfam reports that these have now ‘raised a 
total of £161.36*. On top of that, we will be able to claim another 

£40.35 this tax year (2020/21) thanks to your participation’ in the 

25% gift aid scheme. Congratulations! 
   

 
 

 
THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC FAITH 

Part One: THE PROFESSION OF FAITH.   Section One: ‘I Believe’ – ‘We Believe’    

Article 3:  SACRED SCRIPTURE     In Brief: 

(139)  The four Gospels occupy a central place because Christ Jesus is their centre. 

(140)  The unity of the two Testaments proceeds from the unity of God's plan and his 

Revelation. the Old Testament prepares for the New and the New Testament fulfils the Old; 

the two shed light on each other; both are true Word of God. 

(141) "The Church has always venerated the divine Scriptures as she venerated the Body of 

the Lord" (DV 21): both nourish and govern the whole Christian life. "Your word is a lamp to 

my feet and a light to my path" (⇒ Ps 119:105; cf. ⇒ Is 50:4). 
                     (Catechism of the Catholic Church 1992) 

 
 

 

Parish Directory   
Priest: Revd. John Kelly 20883192                        Chair of Parish Council:     

Safeguarding Officer: 20864112                 SVP: 20883462               Bereavement support:  20863450                 

    Music: 07971848734.              Hall Bookings: 20883192           Piety shop: 20862998           

Cafod: 20861930            Marriage Care: appointments@marriagecare.co.uk     

     Saint Helen’s School: 20852532                Cardinal Newman School: 01443 494110    

               Newsletter items: 20883192          Calendar Additions: calendar@sthelenscaerphilly.com 

caerphilly@rcadc.org            www.sthelenscaerphilly.com 
Website Additions: Website@sthelenscaerphilly.com 

 

Saint Helen is a Parish of the Archdiocese of Cardiff, a Registered Charity. 

http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0839/_PJ3.HTM#WISDB.PSA.119.105
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0839/_POX.HTM#PROPHB.ISA.50.4
mailto:appointments@marriagecare.co.uk
http://www.sthelenscaerphilly.com/
http://sthelenscaerphilly.com/

