
Pastoral Message for the Parishes of Abercynon, Bargoed, Caerphilly,
Llantrisant {Miskin), Rhondda, Treforest and Ynyshir.

Dear Parishioners,

The celebration of Mass on Sunday is central to the life and identity of our Catholic
parishes and their people in the Archdiocese of Cardiff and throughout the Church.

Notwithstanding this, however, the number of celebrations of Mass and their location
have necessarily been reduced in the Dioceses in recent years. This reflects the reduced
availability of priests and the decline of Mass attendance in the diocese. One result of
these factors is that some priests have to serve more than one parish. In other places
parishes have been amalgamated and in others churches have closed.

Until recently, there have been a number of retired priests living in the Diocese who were
able to stand in for priests in the event of sickness and holidays. Increasing age and
infirmity means that they are now unable to do this. This has an immediate effect on the
times of Mass and the number of Masses which can be celebrated on Saturdavs and
Sundays.

Your parish priests have been exploring this situation to see how they can best serve the
parishes in your area. They have proposed that the parishes concerned (see overleaf)
should be divided into two o'clusters". This is so that two of the three priests in each
cluster will be able to celebrate all the Masses when one is away. They will arrange
planned absences to ensure that only one priest is absent at any one time. In order for this
arrangement to work, there will have to be some changes in current Mass times. The
proposed timetable is given overleaf.

These plans have been discussed by the parish priests concerned and their parish
councils. With their agreement, I have confirmed this plan. I know it will necessitate
some changes in organization and will involve some inconvenienceo but it does reflect the
present realities of life in the Diocese.

I hope the new alrangementswill be an opportunity to look afresh at the ministry and
mission of the Church not just in your own area but in the wider Diocese also.

The new mass times will come into effect on the weekend l5116 June 2013

With every blessing.
Yours 9lgcerely Apqe.6a4kfo"*
+Georgd Stactf
Archbishop of Cardiff

ro be read and distributed in the above parishes on 18/19 May 2013



Pontypridd Deanery

Rhondda/Ynvshirlllantrisant Cluster

Current Mass Schedule

New Mass Schedule

Llantrisant 6.30 pm Sat 9.30 am
Tonvpandv 5.30 nm Sat 11.15 am
Tonvrefail 11.15 am
Ynyshir 6.30 pm

AbercynonlBargoed/C aerphilly/Treforest Cluster

Current Mass Schedule

Abercvnon 9.30 am
Bargoed 11.15 am
Caemhilly 6.30 pm Sat 10.00 am
Treforest 6.00 pm Sun 10.00 am

New Mass Schedule

Llantrisant 6.30 nm Sat 10.00 am
Tonvnandv 5.30 pm Sat 11.00 am
Tonwefail 11.00 am
Ynyshir 6.30 pm


