
“The YEAR of SAINT 

MATTHEW”: How do 

we see him? His symbol is an 

angel. He depicts Jesus as 

‘The Teacher’.  His text is: ‘I 

did not come to call the just, 

but sinners’.   May we enjoy 

listening to him through the 

year as he helps us learn to 

know Jesus better.  

 
 

SAINT HELEN’S PARISH 

1st SUNDAY of ADVENT 
(Year A – The ‘Year of Matthew’) 

27th November 2016 

 
 

Stay awake! 
THE WORD THIS WEEK 
If you like ‘realism’ and want Information and the Facts, the readings today are not like that.Though 
they talk about the greatest subjects – what the world is; what will happen to it; and what will happen 
to us – they don’t even pretend to give a scientific world view. We have to imagine all this in a quite 
different way. This is a world under the rule of a God who wields authority over us humans, stopping 
wars, bringing peace, and judging our conduct. There will be a ‘Day of the Lord’, a time when the Son 
off Man comes, and we must get ready for it by living good and upright lives. This, not birth in 
Bethlehem, is the ‘Coming’ of the first part of Advent – as we say each Sunday ‘He will come again’. 
 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE:    (Psalter: Week 1) 
 

Isaiah   2:  1 – 5.   
     The Lord will gather all nations into the eternal peace of God’s kingdom. 

Response:  Psalm   121. 
I rejoiced when I heard them say: 
‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 
And now our feet are standing 
within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
 

It is there that the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the Lord. 
For Israel’s law it is // 
 there to praise the Lord’s name. 
There were set the thrones of judgement // 
 of the house of David. 
 

For the peace of Jerusalem pray: 
‘Peace be to your homes! 
May peace reign in your walls, 
in your palaces, peace.’ 
 

For the love of my brethren and friends 
I say: ‘Peace upon you!’ 
For love of the house of the Lord 
I will ask for your good. 

 

Romans   13:  11 – 14. 
    Our salvation is near. 

 

   Acclamation for the Gospel:     

Alleluia, Alleluia. Alleluia! 
Let us see, O Lord, your mercy 
And give us your saving help. 
Alleluia, Alleluia. Alleluia! 

Matthew   24:  37 – 44.       
    Stay awake so that you may be ready. 

               Prayer of the Faithful:     
R/. O Lord, give us your saving help. 



 

MASS AND SERVICES DURING THE WEEK: 
Sat 26th November 
 

 
6.30pm  

1st SUNDAY of ADVENT  
Private Intention (MMJ) 

Sun 27th November 
 

 

10.30am  
3.00pm 

1st SUNDAY of ADVENT  
For the People of the Parish 
Baptism of Seren Watkins, Frankie Rees 
 & Lucius and Xavier Nurse. 

Mon 28th November 
 

6.45pm 

7.00pm 
Evening Prayer of the Church  

Holy Souls (TT) 

Tues 29th November 9.45am 

10.00am   
Morning Prayer of the Church 

Holy Souls 
Wed 30th November 
 

 
9.45am 

10.00am  
 

SAINT ANDREW, Apostle, Patron of Scotland 
Morning Prayer of the Church 

Holy Souls 
Adoration 2 to 4 pm    &    6.00 to 8 pm. 

Thurs 1st December 
 

9.45am Morning Prayer of the Church 

Louis Gambetta (TT) 

Fri 2nd December 9.45am 

10.00am 
12.30pm 

Morning Prayer of the Church  

Rosa and Marshel (TT) 
Funeral Service for Elisabeth Deneefe 

Sat 3rd December 
 

 
 

 
10.00am 

5.45 – 6.15pm 
 

6.30pm   

Saint Francis Xavier, Priest 
Family Celebration of Reconciliation 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
2nd SUNDAY of ADVENT 
For the People of the Parish 

Sun 4th December 
 

 
10.30am 

2nd SUNDAY of ADVENT  

Josie Lewis (LA) 
. 

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:      

Saturday 5.45pm to 6.15pm, or at any time by arrangement with the priest. 
FOR ADVENT there will also be confessions this Wednesday, 7 – 8pm:  
    and on Wednesday 14th December a visiting confessor from 7 – 8pm. 
 

 

CELEBRATING STEPS ALONG THE JOURNEY OF FAITH 
 

The FAMILIES preparing for RECONCILIATION meet in the hall on 

Tuesday at 6.30pm, for a final preparation and practice. Then on Saturday, at 

10.00am, we will have a Family Celebration of Reconciliation at which the children 

will receive the sacrament for a first time, with their parents, and anyone else from 

the family of the parish who wishes to enjoy the sacrament. Before that, today we 

send the children out to celebrate and grow in the Sacrament. 

 

PREPARING for CONFIRMATION: The candidates will 
enrol formally and commit themselves to the 

preparation at their usual Mass next weekend.    

 
The Jesse Tree is back: As we begin a new season and a new year, ‘the shoot 

sprung from the root of Jesse’ reminds us of the Jewish ancestry of Jesus. Sunday 
by Sunday we bring symbols of the many men and women of the Old Testament 
waiting for and preparing the coming of the Messiah. As we build up his family tree 
we also discover and reveal aspects of the new shoot sprung from the broken 
stump, the Advent hope of a new beginning and renewal in Christ. As we rehearse 
the story of God’s People gradually learning to know and respond to God, we 
recognise our own gradual waiting on his word and growing in his love, and Christ 
to break into our lives anew. 



KEVIN SINNOTT: From this Saturday 
till next Sunday the Cathedral will have an 
exhibition of paintings by Mr Sinnott a 
leading religious artist and a local catholic. 
The Artist will be talking about his work this 
Sunday and next Saturday, in the Cathedral at 
3pm.  See the poster in the porch for details. 

The S.V. P. (Society of Saint 

Vincent de Paul) will  take a 

retiring collection after Mass next 

weekend, for hampers and other 

helps for families over Christmas. 

Today we start the Season of ADVENT, a specially long one this year as Christmas falls on a 

Sunday. Called ‘the Joyful Fast’, in contrast to Lent, Advent gives us a chance to make space in our 

our busy lives and cluttered hearts for the infant Christ to come again and be born in us again in the 

quiet mystery of ‘Christ Mass’. Let’s enjoy it to the full.  
 

At Mass this weekend, the Parish community will SEND FORTH 19 of our children 

with their families to celebrate the Sacrament of RECONCILIATION next Saturday, 

10am.  An important step for them in their moral and religious growth, and for all of us 

as a Parish, reminded by Pope Francis in the ‘Year of Mercy’ that God’s forgiveness so 

generously poured out is of the very essence of our faith and hope, and that All are 

welcome to share in God’s Mercy. Please come to pray and celebrate with our children.  

 

A WINTER WARMER with Cafod, 

10.30am on  Friday. Come along and enjoy warm 

mulled wine, mince pies, and good company  (for just 

£3) to raise funds for our partners in ETHIOPIA. 

Tickets on sale as you leave church today. 

 

THANK YOU to Martyn Western, retiring from the chairmanship of Saint Helen’s Primary 

School Governors after 20 years of active and generous service, and to Angela Jones for taking up 

the mantle, with Rob Thomas as the vice-chairman. 
 

THANK YOU to Mike and Norma Trodd for gathering, sorting, and transporting the huge 

amount of warm cloths and sound footwear donated for the refugees in Cardiff; and Thank you  

to all the Parish for the incredibly generous response to the appeal – The appeal is now closed. 
 

THANK YOU to the November Quizzers who sent the moneys raised to the ‘Children in 

Need’ appeal. Looking forward to the mega Christmas Quiz on Friday 15th December: Book the 

date now and get out your bells and reindeer antlers for a fun festive night. 

 
 

CALLING ALL BAKERS: donations in 
the way of any cakes to sell on the 
cake stall on December 2nd would be 
greatly appreciated. Also any raffle 
prizes. Please contact Barbara Jones 
for collections. Many thanks from the 
Cafod group. 

NIGHT SHELTER SWEETS: Following 
many offers from generous parishioners, the 
Night Shelter would like to give parishioners 
the opportunity to help by providing a 
dessert for the Homeless Evening Meal. To 
organise this Cliff Bray will take names and 
possible dates after Mass today. Thank you, 
Cliff Bray, coordinator. 

 
PARISH PRAYER LIST: In our prayers we are asked to pray for all who are sick or 

housebound, and those who care for them, including: 
Pamela Griffiths      Teresa Meade           Sheila Harris     Gerry Phenis   Graham Jenkins               
Sandra Bray         Jean Kerrigan        Lloyd Jones     John Maguire   Cecelia Mawby                
Pat Emanuelli   David Mabey         Isobel Cummins          Pauline Richards   Dorothy Warmsley 
Valerie Donovan Paul Costigan        Margaret Jones       Carol Morrissey Claris Howell                   

Tess Thomas        Grace Donovan        Mary Canwell     Wilson Brown Nick Davies                     

Christine + Jimmy Parr         Mary + Bill Morrissey 

We are holding an early CHRISTMAS 
LUNCH for our SENIOR CITIZENS, i.e. 
anyone over the age of 65, on Saturday 10th 
December. Enrolment forms are now available: 
Please be sure to return them no later than this 
Sunday, 27th November. 



“It is our duty as Christians to rescue people from idolatry and to instruct them in the faith, but it is even 
more important that those who already know God should not perish. Let us collaborate in helping those 
whose faith  is weak so that by our mutual advice and example we may all be saved.” 

From a homily of a second-century author. 

 

SAINT HELEN’S COMMUNITY CENTRE – THIS WEEK:  
 

Date Time Event 

Mon 28th November 9.30am Parents & Toddlers 

Tue 29th November 10.30 – 12.30 
2.00 – 4.00pm 

6.30pm 

Music Appreciation 
History Group 

Reconciliation Families 

Wed 30th November 9.30am Parents & Toddlers 

Thurs 1st December 9.30am 
2.00pm – 4.00pm 

Parents & Toddlers 
Sunshine Club 

Fri 2nd December 10.30am – 12.30pm 
1.00 – 3.00pm 

5.30pm 

Cafod Winter Warmer 
History Group 

Caerphilly Community Chorus 

Sat 3rd December 9.30am – 12.30pm 
10.00am 

1.00pm – 4.30pm 

Dance 
Reconciliation Celebration (in Church) 

Party 

Sun 4th December 11.30am Tea, Coffee, & Biscuits 

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION  20th November 2016 

 Gift Aid Weekly £  201.10  

 Non Gift Aid Weekly £  165.52 

Gift Aid Standing Orders £  502.04 

Non Gift Aid Standing Orders £    65.00 

Loose £  310.83  

TOTAL £1244.49   Many thanks 
 

LOTTERY BONUS BALL CONGRATULATIONS to Geraldine Holmes, Gina Jenkins, and 

Glenys Moloney, the winners of the Bonus Ball no. 29.  A total of £60.00 was made for parish funds. 

TRY YOUR LUCK AGAIN THIS WEEK. 

 
CHRISTIAN PRAYER.     Section Two:  The Lord’s Prayer: ‘Our Father’ 

Article 2:  ‘Our Father Who Art In Heaven:  III. ‘Our’ Father! 

(2786) ‘Our’ Father refers to God. The adjective, as used by us, does not express possession, but an 

entirely new relationship with God. 

             Catechism of the Catholic Church 1992 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Parish Directory   
Priest: Revd. John Kelly  20883192;            Chair of Parish Council: Graham Taylor 20860919     

Hall: 20883192              Saint Helen’s School: 20852532         Cardinal Newman School: 01443 494110     

SVP: 20866838        Safeguarding Officer: 20864112                Bereavement support:  07895092009      

Music: Brett Pugh 07971848734.    Cafod: 20861930      Marriage Care: appointments@marriagecare.co.uk  

Newsletter items: 20883192            Website Additions:Website@sthelenscaerphilly.com 

Parish@sthelenscaerphilly.com         www.sthelenscaerphilly.com  
 

Saint Helen is a Parish of the Archdiocese of Cardiff, a Registered Charity.  

ARCHDIOCESAN CENTENARY PILGRIMAGE OF PRAYER 

The Pilgrimage of prayer round the Diocese to mark our centenary moves 

from the Polish Mission in Grangetown to the Ukranian Greek Catholic  

Church in Saint Cuthbert’s in the Docks (now called Cardiff Bay) with their 

priest, the Revd. James Siemens. 
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