
Saint Helen’s Parish, Caerphilly 
 

20th September 2015 
 

25th SUNDAY (Year B) 
 

"If anyone wants to be first, they must be servant of all." 
 

THE WORD THIS WEEK 
The tone of the Gospel begins to grow darker: Jesus is now on his way to Jerusalem, where he will be 

arrested and killed. Despite this, both this week and next week, there is a lighter contrast in the children that 

Jesus welcomes and blesses. Perhaps this tells us something about Jesus and his mission: despite the 

gathering clouds, (and possibly even because of that) he is still the manifestation of God's love for all his 

children, a love that will be most clearly displayed when he faces that death for our sake. There is one quite 

chilling phrase which links these together, in the first reading, where the plotters against the good man say 

“Let us test him with cruelty and torture, and thus explore this gentleness of his.” The cold calculation of this 

is not far removed from the plotting of those who saw in Jesus a threat to their positions - with all his purity 

of worship and faith, with all his “reproaches for our breaches of the law”. There is indeed a storm gathering. 

But the last line of the first reading, though meant mockingly, will come true: “God will look after him - we 

have his word for it.” And three days after his death he will rise again. 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE:    (Psalter: Week 1) 
 

Wisdom   2:  12,  17 – 20. 
Let us condemn him to a shameful death. 

Response:  Psalm   53. 
O God, save me by your name; 

by your power, uphold my cause. 

O God, hear my prayer; 

listen to the words of my mouth. 
 

For proud men have risen against me, 

ruthless men seek my life. 

They have no regard for God. 
 

But I have God for my help. 

The Lord upholds my life. 

I will sacrifice to you with willing heart 

and praise your name for it is good. 
 

James   3:  16   –   4:  3.  
Peacemakers, when they work for peace, sow the seeds which will bear fruit in holiness. 

  

   Acclamation for the Gospel:     

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

I am the light of the world, says the Lord, 

Anyone who follows me will have the light of light. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Mark   9:  30 – 37. 
The Son of Man will be delivered. If anyone wants to be first, he must make himself servant of all. 

 

   Prayer of the Faithful:      R/. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

 

‘THE GIFT’ – Free at the point of access!   
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MASS AND SERVICES DURING THE WEEK: 
Sat 19th September  

6.30pm  
25th SUNDAY of the Year 
For the People of the Parish 

Sun 20th September  

10.30am  
25th SUNDAY of the Year 
Ian Mroz (JK) 

Mon 21st September  

6.45pm 

7.00pm 

Saint Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 
Evening Payer of the Church 

Sheila Phillips (AJ) 

Tues  22nd September 9.45am 

10.00am   
Morning Prayer of the Church 

Private Intention (BC) 

Wed 23rd September  

9.45am 

10.00am  

 

Saint Pius of Pietreicina, Priest 
Morning Prayer of the Church 

Eithne + Robert Morgan (EM) 

ADORATION 2 to 4 pm    &    6.00 to 8 pm. 
Thurs 24th September 9.45am 

10.00am 

Morning Prayer of the Church 

Shirley Evans (S.V.P.) 

Fri 25th September 
 

9.45am 

10.00am 
Morning Prayer of the Church 

Ted Cronin (MK) 

Sat 26th September 11.00am 
5.45pm-6.15pm 

6.30pm   

Wedding of Elizabeth McGee and Robert O’Brien 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation – Confessions 

26th SUNDAY of the Year 
For the People of the Parish 

  Sun 27th September 

 
 

10.30am 

2.00pm 

26th SUNDAY of the Year 
Sheila Humphries (LA) 

Baptism of Thomas Wade 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  
Saturday 5.45pm to 6.15pm, or at any time by arrangement. 

 
A CHILD FOR BAPTISM?  To have your child baptised, make sure you book into the Parish 
PREPARATION for BAPTISM: Please take the form ‘Your Child and Baptism’ available in the porch, 
fill it in and return it to book in to the next parish Preparation starting Wednesday 21st October. 

 

For RECONCILIATION  and COMMUNION , see opposite page. 
 

MARRIAGE At least 6 months notice (preferably 12 months) must be given, by Church law. 
Before making any arrangements please see the priest to avoid any disappointments. 
 

FINDING OUT ABOUT THE CHURCH AS AN ADULT: Baptised or not, all 

are welcome to join the ‘Journey of Faith’, which we hope to start in October: it will be an 

opportunity to know more about what makes Catholic Christians tick, and love, and celebrate.  Think 

about joining in; think about who you might invite, or just inform; keep an eye out for dates and times. And 

meanwhile why not ask someone along to Mass or any other church celebration or event: We all know 

someone who is just waiting for an invitation to come along and see. 

 

The RECEPTION CLASS in Saint Helen’s school has a place available. Call 20 853532. 

 
PROCLAIMERS OF THE WORD:  Saturday 17th October, from 

10.30am – 3.30pm at Saint David’s College, Cardiff.  A diocesan day including 

workshops for Readers, Cantors, Children's Liturgy of the Word leaders, Liturgy 

and music planners, Musicians, Writers of the Prayers of the Faithful, Catechists, 

and all who break open and share the Word of God. For further details of the day 

and a booking form, please contact Berenice Williams, 20 861930.  
 

 

‘THE GIFT’ – Coming soon, a present from the Lord: catch it while you can! 



The annual ALTAR SERVERS MASS 

with the Archbishop will be in Saint 

Patrick’s, Newport, on Saturday 26th 

September at 11am. Unfortunately there 

will not be a coach laid on. 

 

HOME MISSION SUNDAY, Supporting the work of evangelisation in England and Wales 

Theme: PROCLAIM God’s Mercy. Home Mission Sunday is celebrated today and is themed: 

PROCLAIM God’s Mercy. On this day we are encouraged to pray for the work of evangelisation in 

England and Wales, remembering in our prayers especially those whom we know are distant from the life of 

faith. Please support the second collection which funds the bishops’ national work of evangelisation and the 

development of this year's Proclaim ’15: Building Missionary Parishes initiative. The collection also 

ensures that the Catholic Faith Centre is resourced to respond to those who have questions about the Catholic 

Faith. It is possible to donate online at: www.catholicnews.org.uk/donations   Commemorative prayer cards 

are available to take away. Please support the work of Home Mission through your prayers and generosity. 

For more information see: www.catholicnews.org.uk/hms15.   God bless you and thank you. 

 

MARGHAM PARK PICNIC this 

Sunday: Meet at church at 11.30 to share lifts 

and an itinerary: All are invited and welcome! 

 

The SACRAMENTS of RECONCILIATION & COMMUNION:  
“You have asked to have your child Baptised. In doing so you are 

accepting the responsibility of training him/her in the practice of the 

faith – do you clearly understand?”  “We do!”  (The Rite of Baptism) 
Parents of children aged seven and over who wish to bring them to the 

Sacraments of RECONCILIATION and of COMMUNION are invited to 

the Parish Hall this Tuesday, 22nd September at 6.30pm. We will outline plans 

for preparing our children together, look at the books, fix dates, and enrol all 

who wish to proceed this year. (Parents only – sorry, no crèche available.) 

 
Macmillan Cancer Support AFTERNOON  

TEA, this Friday 25th September  

     2.00pm – 4.00pm, in the hall. 

Tickets £2.50 available  

this weekend. 

 
Wales and the Marches Catholic History Society, Sunday September 27th, 3pm at Saint David's 

Catholic  Sixth Form College, Cardiff: 'Raising of Kitchener’s Army in the South Wales Coalfield with 

reference to the Irish Catholics of  Maesteg.’ A talk by Des Quinn, former head of History at Porthcawl 

Comprehensive School. Further information from triciacoulthard@outlook.com, 02920 595 899. 

 

THANK YOU to all who prepared the (excellent) reports, and those who attended 

the GENERAL MEETING (A.G.M.) of the PARISH last Monday evening. 

As well as the general discussion we were presented with a proposal for a new 

porch for the church, in line with many of the requests and suggestions in the 

consultation which followed Barbara Burns generous bequest to the Parish: 

Thank you to architect Jaime Moya. The suggested plans are displayed on the 

board at the back of church. Please take time to look at, discuss, and comment 

on them as we consider how we proceed. 

 

PARISH PRAYER LIST: In our prayers we are asked to remember all who are sick or housebound, 

including: 
Pamela Griffiths       Mary Stallone            Sheila Harris    Gerry Phenis              Jackie Lewis                 
Sandra Bray          Jean Kerrigan            Lloyd Jones    John Maguire            Cecelia Mawby                
Pat & Pino Emanuelli      David Mabey            Isobel Cummins      Pauline Richards       David Warmsley  
Valerie Donovan         Paul Costigan          Bridie Tolan            Carol Morrissey        Johanna Greenaway        
Claris Howell              Teresa Meade            Graham Jenkins      Helen Fletcher-Davies  
Theresa King   Mandy Lovell          Christine and Jimmy Parr 

Caerphilly Council of Churches 

JOINT SERVICE this Sunday at 

3pm in Senghenydd Salvation Army 

Hall. 

http://www.catholicnews.org.uk/hms15
mailto:triciacoulthard@outlook.com
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SAINT HELEN’S COMMUNITY CENTRE – THIS WEEK:  
 

Date Time Event 

Mon 21st September 9.30am 

6.30pm 

7.30pm 

Toddlers 

Zumba 

S.V.P. (s.m.r.) 

Tue 22nd September   

Wed 23rd September 9.30am 

1.00pm 

1.30pm 

6.30pm 

Toddlers 

Toddlers 

Caerphilly Funeral Services (s.m.r.) 

W.I. 

Thurs 24th September 9.30am 

2.00pm – 4.00pm 

6.15pm 

Toddlers 

Sunshine Club 

Youth Club 

Fri 25th September 10.00am – 12 noon 

2.00pm – 5.00pm 

7.00pm 

Little Fizz 

Macmillan Afternoon Tea 

Parish Quiz 

Sat 26th September   9.30am – 12.30pm Dance 

Sun 27th September  11.30am Tea, Coffee, & Biscuits 

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION  13th September 2015 

 Gift Aid Weekly £  165.50 

 Non Gift Aid Weekly £  128.57 

Gift Aid Standing Orders £  559.26 

Non Gift Aid Standing Orders £    46.00 

Loose £  341.74 

TOTAL £1241.07            Many thanks 

 

LOTTERY BONUS BALL CONGRATULATIONS to Sandra Andrews, Colin Everson, and Bill 

Morrissey, the winners of the Bonus Ball no. 36. A total of £64.00 was made for parish funds. TRY YOUR 

LUCK AGAIN THIS WEEK. 

 

Please remember to bring in your APF RED MISSION BOXES to be emptied this month. 

Thank you! 

 

DONATIONS for REFUGEES are being collected at Bedwas Workingmen’s Club this 

weekend: (good quality) cloths, shoes, non perishable foodstuff, etc. 

 

 
CHRISTIAN PRAYER.     Section One:  Prayer in the Christian Life: 

Chapter Three: The Life of Prayer  

Article 1.   EXPRESSIONS OF PRAYER:  III. Contemplative Prayer 

 (2714) Contemplative prayer is also the pre-eminently intense time of prayer. In it the Father 

strengthens our inner being with power through his Spirit ‘that Christ may dwell in [our] hearts 

through faith’ and we may be ‘grounded in love’. (Cf. Ephesians 3: 16 – 17.)    
             Catechism of the Catholic Church 1992 

 

 

 

Parish Directory   
Priest: Revd. John Kelly  20883192;          Chair of Parish Council: Graham Taylor 20860919     

Saint Helen’s School: 20852532      Cardinal Newman School: 01443 494110     SVP: 20866838 
Hall: 20883192      Safeguarding Officer: 20864112     Cafod: 20861930     Music: Brett Pugh 07971848734. 

 Newsletter items: 20883192 Website Additions:  Website@sthelenscaerphilly.com 

Parish@sthelenscaerphilly.com         www.sthelenscaerphilly.com  

NEWSLETTER: All items for inclusion no later than Wednesday evening please. 
 

Saint Helen is a Parish of the Archdiocese of Cardiff, a Registered Charity.  

http://sthelenscaerphilly.com/
http://sthelenscaerphilly.com/
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