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SAINT HELEN’S PARISH 

32nd SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 
12th November 2017 

 

 

 
 

You Do Not Know either the Day or the Hour. 
 

 

THE WORD THIS WEEK 
As the year ends, we look forward to the next thing: Jesus pictures it as a wedding feast, where he is the 

bridegroom: If we want to get in so that ‘our souls may be filled as with a banquet’, we need to be alert for his 

coming – at the end of time? Or just at the end of our time?   For this we need to stay awake, and be wise. Although 

none of the attendants stayed awake, half of them had wisely prepared; they had sought out wisdom, who is also 

sitting at the gate, waiting for us to look for her, quick to anticipate those who desire her, and make herself known 

to them. Who is she, where should we look for her today? Is she that Spirit whom Jesus reveals, love made visible? 

Rich imagery today calls us to be alert, calls our young people to seek to be confirmed in wisdom, calls our society 

to wake up again to the possibilities of future life.   Stay awake!   

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE:   (Psalter: Week 4) 
 

Wisdom   6:  12 – 16.   
     Wisdom is found by those who look for her. 

Response:  Psalm   62.  
O God, you are my God, for you I long; 

for you my soul is thirsting. 

My body pines for you 

like a dry, weary land without water. 
 

So I gaze on you in the sanctuary 

to see your strength and your glory. 

For your love is better than life, 

my lips will speak your praise. 
 

So I will bless you all my life, 

in your name I will lift up my hands. 

My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, 

my mouth shall praise you with joy. 
 

On my bed I remember you. 

On you I muse through the night 

for you have been my help; 

in the shadow of your wings I rejoice. 
 

1 Thessalonians   4:  13 – 18. 
    God will bring with him those who have died in Jesus. 

 

   Acclamation for the Gospel:     

Alleluia, Alleluia. Alleluia! 
Stay awake and stand ready, 
because you do not know the hour 
when the Son of Man is coming. 
Alleluia, Alleluia. Alleluia! 

Matthew   25:  1 – 13.       
    The bridegroom is here! Go out and meet him. 

 

        Prayer of the Faithful:        R/. Lord, give us wisdom and peace. 
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 MASS AND SERVICES DURING THE WEEK:  
Sat 11th November 

 

 

6.30pm  
32nd SUNDAY of the Year 

For the People of the Parish 

Sun 12th November 

 
 

10.30am  

2.50pm 

32nd SUNDAY of the Year 

Holy Souls 

Remembrance Service Parade 

Mon 13th November 6.45pm 

7.00pm 

Evening Prayer of the Church 

Patricia Green (KR) 

Tues 14th November  

9.45am 

10.00am   

Saint Dyfrig, Bishop 

Morning Prayer of the Church 

Holy Souls 

Wed 15th November 9.45am 

10.00am  

1.45pm 

Morning Prayer of the Church  
Mervyn Williams (SW) 

Funeral Service for Sharon Friel 

Adoration 2 to 4 pm   &   6 to 8 pm 

Thurs 16th November 

 

9.45am 

10.00am  
Morning Prayer of the Church 

Holy Souls 

Fri 17th November 9.45am 

10.00am 

Morning Prayer of the Church 

Holy Souls 

Sat 18th November 

 

 
 

5.45 – 6.15pm 

 

6.30pm   

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

33rd SUNDAY of the Year 

Pat Geherty (ME) 

Sun 19th November 

 

 

10.30am 
33rd SUNDAY of the Year 

For the People of the Parish 
. 

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:      

Saturday 5.45pm to 6.15pm, or at any time by arrangement with the priest. 
 

 

  CELEBRATING STEPS ALONG THE JOURNEY OF FAITH 
 

A CHILD FOR BAPTISM?  The Parish PREPARATION for BAPTISM 

continues on Wednesday evening. If you have missed this series, please take the (green) 

form ‘Your Child and Baptism’ available in the porch, fill it in and return it to book in to 

the next Preparation.    
 

PREPARING for CONFIRMATION: Young members of the Parish interested in 
growing and confirming their faith are invited to join the Parish preparation 

for the Sacrament of Confirmation: Please take, fill in, and return the (red) 

information form from the porch a.s.a.p., to book for Wednesday night. 
 

JOINING THE CHURCH AS AN ADULT:     To know more about the Catholic Faith, 

please come along to the Hall this Thursday at 7.30pm for ‘Catholicism, an introduction’, and come 

along to the church and ask anyone there to help you come and see.  
 

MARRIAGE At least 6 months notice (preferably 12 months) must be given, by Church law. Before 

making any arrangements please see the priest to avoid any disappointments. 
 

Bereaved? BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT provides a safe place to enable you to come to terms 

with your grief. One-to-one and group support available. For details contact 02920 863450. 
 

 

PARISH PRAYER LIST: In our prayers we are asked to pray for all who are sick or 

housebound, and those who care for them, including: 
Pamela Griffiths      Teresa Meade             Sheila Harris     Gerry Phenis  Graham Jenkins               
Sandra Bray        Jean Kerrigan          Lloyd Jones     John Maguire  Cecelia Mawby                
Pat Emanuelli   Dorothy Warmsley    Isobel Cummins        Pauline Richards   David Mabey 
Valerie Donovan Paul Costigan          Margaret Jones      Carol Morrissey Claris Howell                   

Tess Thomas        Grace Donovan          Mary Camwell     Wilson Brown  Alice Jones          

David Warmsley         Mary + Bill Morrissey    
 

  



STRENGTH for TEENAGERS: On April 28th the Archbishop will come to Confirm our 

young people in faith. If you are 12 or over and wish to be strengthened with the 

Sacrament, please take, fill in, and return a (red) registration form from the porch, and 

come to find out more this Wednesday, 15th November, 7pm in the hall. 

Those who wish to continue in the 

Ministry, and anyone who would 

like to join it, are asked to come to 

a Readers’ Prayer and Training 

evening on Tuesday 21st November. 

The Ministers of the Word will be 

 commissioned for the new year on the weekend 

of 2nd/3rd December  

“People should beware of leaving the problems of peace and disarmament to the efforts of a few, without 
putting their own attitudes in order.     If peace is ever to be achieved, the first condition is to remove the 
causes of dissention between people. Wars thrive on these, especially on injustice. Excessive economic 
inequalities and unwarranted delay in applying remedies are often the cause of such dissensions. Other 
causes are the quest for power, disregard for people’s rights, and at a deeper level envy, distrust, pride, and 
other selfish passions.”         The Church in the Modern World # 82 : Vatican II  

 
 

THANK YOU for the excellent Service of Memories last Monday evening. Thanks 
to the Bereavement Group who planned, prepared and led the Service, to the S.V.P. for 
contacting and offering transport to the recently bereaved, to Catherine for the display of 
names, to Brett who played and Claire who sang the psalm so movingly, to the Parishioners 
who came to support their bereaved friends in the family of the Parish, and to Mavis and 
Sandra for the welcome refreshments and space to meet and talk after. In this month of the 
Holy Souls we continue to pray for our fellow parishioners who have died, and to support 
and offer comfort and help to all who mourn. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Saturday Night is CURRY NIGHT, after Mass in the Hall next weekend: 
All welcome: Bring your own drinks. Several delicious curries on offer, 
but if you want to show off your best recipe, bring it along too.  

 

THE DAY OF PRAYER OF THE POOR 
called by the Pope is nest Sunday, 19th November. 

There will be prayers at Mass, and a celebration in the 

Cathedral. But the main call is for all of us to walk 

humbly with all around us, neighbours, friends, 

acquaintances, and strangers, who like us all have 

needs and cares, material or spiritual poverty of one 

sort or another, and like us need support, concern, a 

listening ear and shared time. Next Sunday we are 

asked to bring all of these people, physically or at least 

in our hearts, to God our Father, gathered up in the love 

of the Holy Spirit, into Christ’s offering of the Mass.  
 

MINISTERS OF THE WORD 
Please pick up an availability to read 

form from the porch, ready for the new 

rota, and return it by the weekend of 

18th/19th November. If you would like 

to be added to this list, or if you are an 

existing reader who would like to be 

removed, please let us know.  

   Thanks, Berenice Williams, and Chris Jones. 

 
SAINT HELEN’S SCHOOL NURSERY: If your child is 3 years old on or before 31st 
August 2018 and you would like to apply for a place at Saint Helen’s School Nursery, please 
contact the school on 029 2085 2532. The closing date for applications is 22nd December 2017. 

 

 
  

THE CAERPHILLY CHURCHES 

NIGHT SHELTER will run here on 

Sundays, 3rd December to 25th February. 

We are still looking for volunteers: If 

you can help at all please take and fill in 

a form from the stand at the back of 

Church. The Sunday NIGHT SHIFT is 

always the most difficult to cover – if 

you can cover just one night, it will help 

ensure we run through to February – a 

few would be magic! For any queries, 

please contact Cliff Bray. Thank you. 

 

Tickets on sale this weekend for CAFOD'S Winter Warmer, on Friday 1st 

December: Monies made will go to the parish in Sebeya, Ethiopia, which we support. 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=QM/iWJ0M&id=38B3F4778A48E979D70A55494FB5DA52507B23BE&thid=OIP.QM_iWJ0MjyR7NaBHfyGT3AEHCg&mediaurl=http://www.clipartkid.com/images/126/family-having-meal-together-royalty-free-stock-photography-zA5qox-clipart.jpg&exph=160&expw=263&q=Cartoon+Friends+Eating+Together&simid=608041421058867858&selectedIndex=126


SAINT HELEN’S COMMUNITY CENTRE – THIS WEEK:  
 

Date Time Event 

Mon 13th November 9.30am 

7.30pm 

Parents & Toddlers 

S.V.P. (s.m.r.) 

Tues 14th November 10.00am Music Appreciation 

Wed 15th November 9.30am 

7.00pm 

Parents & Toddlers 

Confirmation Introduction 

Thurs 16th November 9.30am 

2.00pm – 4.00pm 

6.15pm 

7.30pm 

Parents & Toddlers 

Sunshine Club 

Youth Club 

Szkola Modlitwy,School of Prayer 

Fri 17th November 1.00pm – 3.00pm 

6.00pm 

History Group 

Aber Valley Male Voice Choir 

Sat 18th November 9.30am – 12.30pm 

1.00pm – 5.00pm 

7.15pm 

Dance 

Party 

Curry Night 

Sun 19th November 11.30am Tea, Coffee, & Biscuits 
 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION 5th November 2017 

 Gift Aid Weekly £    91.10  

 Non Gift Aid Weekly £  161.00   

Gift Aid Standing Orders £  502.04 

Non Gift Aid Standing Orders £    65.00 

Loose £  302.69 

TOTAL £1121.83      Many thanks 
 

LOTTERY BONUS BALL CONGRATULATIONS to Keith Griffiths and Celia Wyatt, the 

winners of the Bonus Ball no. 4. A total of £80.00 was made for parish funds. No winner on the third 

sheet. TRY YOUR LUCK AGAIN THIS WEEK. 
 

THANKS to Caerphilly Funeral Services for the loan of a coffin (empty) on Wednesday when the 

Archbishop used our church for the training of the new ‘Lay Ministers of Funerals’. A reminder  
that to bury the dead is one of the Corporal Works of Mercy. ( ! ) 
 

 
CHRISTIAN PRAYER.     Section Two:  The Lord’s Prayer: ‘Our Father’ 

Article 3:   The Seven Petitions.    III. ‘Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread’ 

(2835) This petition, with the responsibility it involves, also applies to another hunger from 

which men are perishing: ‘Man does not live by bread alone, but…by every word that 

proceeds from the mouth of God’, ( Deuteronomy 8:3; Matthew 4:4.) that is, by the Word he speaks 

and the Spirit he breathes forth. Christians must make every effort ‘to proclaim the good news 

to the poor’. There is a famine on earth, ‘not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but 

of hearing the words of the Lord’. (Amos 8: 11.) For this reason the specifically Christian sense 

of this fourth petition concerns the Bread of Life: the Word or God accepted in faith, the 

Body of Christ received in the Eucharist. (Cf. John 6: 26 – 58) 

                                    Catechism of the Catholic Church 1992 

 

Parish Directory   
Priest: Revd. John Kelly  20883192;                        Chair of Parish Council: Graham Taylor 20860919     

Church Student: Elliot Hanson: 20883192;       Safeguarding Officer: 20864112            SVP: 20866838 

Bereavement support:  07895092009      Cafod: 20861930        Marriage Care: appointments@marriagecare.co.uk     

       Music: Brett Pugh  07971848734.            Hall: 20883192            Piety shop: Norma Bromily 20862998           

   Saint Helen’s School: 20852532             Cardinal Newman School: 01443 494110    

             Newsletter items: 20883192        Calendar Additions: calendar@sthelenscaerphilly.com 

Parish@sthelenscaerphilly.com         www.sthelenscaerphilly.com 
Website Additions: Website@sthelenscaerphilly.com 

 

Saint Helen is a Parish of the Archdiocese of Cardiff, a Registered Charity.  
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