
Saint Helen’s Parish, Caerphilly 
 

 

30th SUNDAY (Year B)    25th October 2015 

 
 

"Master, let me see again." 

THE WORD THIS WEEK 
All of Jesus’ miracles can be read in many different ways: there is always a message, almost a parable, 
behind each one that tells us something about God, about his care for his people, about Jesus, and about the 
promises God has made to us, his children. Today is no exception: on the simplest level, we see Jesus 
offering the greatest gift he could give to Bartimaeus - the gift of sight. It shows us Jesus’ love and care for 
those who suffer. But that alone is not the whole meaning of this story, as the first reading makes clear: there, 
through Jeremiah, God promises to gather his children into a new and perfect Kingdom, washing away the 
tears and restoring comfort. So Jesus appears as a fulfilment of this prophecy, as the One who brings this 
Kingdom into the world. But it doesn’t end there: in our own age we still have the blind and those who 
suffer: there are still tears to be washed away. Jesus’ work is begun, but not completed. God’s promises 
extend to us as well. As followers of Jesus, we should imitate him in doing what we can to bring that comfort 
which is the Kingdom of God to all in need. 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE:    (Psalter: Week 2) 
 

Jeremiah   31:  7 – 9.   
I  will comfort the blind and the lame as I lead them back. 

Response:  Psalm  125. 
When the Lord delivered Zion from bondage, 
it seemed like a dream. 
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, 
on our lips there were songs. 
 

The heathens themselves said: 
‘What marvels the Lord worked for them!’ 
What marvels the Lord worked for us! 
Indeed we were glad. 
 

Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage 
as streams in dry land. 
Those who are sowing in tears 
will sing when they reap. 
 

They go out, they go out, full of tears, 
carrying seed for the sowing: 
They come back, they come back, full of song, 
carrying their sheaves. 
 

Hebrews   5:  1 – 6. 
You are a priest of the order of Melchizedek and for ever. 

  

   Acclamation for the Gospel:     

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

I am the light of the world, says the Lord, 

anyone who follows me will have the light of life 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Mark   10:  46 - 52. 
Master, let me see again. 

 

   Prayer of the Faithful:      R/. Lord, work marvels for us. 

God 

gives 

good 

gifts, 

like 

‘THE 

GIFT’ 
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MASS AND SERVICES DURING THE WEEK: 
Sat 24th October  

6.30pm  
30th  SUNDAY of the Year 
Joe Coll (KC) 

Sun 25th October  

10.30am  

1.00pm  

30th SUNDAY of the Year 
For the People of the Parish 

Baptism of Millie and Isla Davies 

Mon 26th October 6.45pm 

7.00pm 

Rosary 

Mike S.W.  Intention 

Tues 27th October 9.45am 

10.00am   
Rosary 

Dorothy Waters (CH) 

Wed 28th October  

9.45am 

10.00am  

 

SAINT SIMON and SAINT JUDE, Apostles 
Rosary 

Sheila Humphries (L+JG) 

ADORATION 2 to 4 pm    &    6.00 to 8 pm. 
Thurs 29th October 9.45am 

10.00am 

Rosary 

Angela Taylor (AP) 

Fri 30th October 
 

9.45am 

10.00am 
Rosary 

Cahal King (BM) 

Sat 31st October 5.45pm-6.15pm 

 

6.30pm   

The Sacrament of Reconciliation – Confessions 

ALL SAINTS 
For the People of the Parish 

Sun 1st November 

 
 

10.30am 
ALL SAINTS 
Raymond Britton (MB) 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  
Saturday 5.45pm to 6.15pm, or at any time by arrangement. 

 
A CHILD FOR BAPTISM?  To have your child baptised, make sure you book into the Parish 
PREPARATION for BAPTISM: Please take the form ‘Your Child and Baptism’ available in the porch, 
fill it in and return it to book in to the parish Preparation starting This Wednesday, 21st, 7.00pm. 

 

MARRIAGE At least 6 months notice (preferably 12 months) must be given, by Church law. 
Before making any arrangements please see the priest to avoid any disappointments. 
 

TEENAGER & GROWING IN FAITH? Want to be confirmed in the Church? It starts 

now (actually it started long ago, with Baptism, and when your parents taught you 

to pray, and the School shared Bible stories with you, and you joined the Parish in 

Communion … ) Keep up all of these in preparation. The Bishop will be visiting next 

June. We will do some work together in the parish in the new year. 

 

FINDING OUT ABOUT THE CHURCH AS AN ADULT: 
Baptised or not, all are welcome to join the ‘Journey of Faith’, which we hope to start 

in October: it will be an opportunity to know more about what makes Catholic 

Christians tick, and love, and celebrate.  Think about joining in; think about who you 

might invite, or just inform; keep an eye out for dates and times. And meanwhile why 

not ask someone along to Mass or any other church celebration or event: We all know 

someone who is just waiting for an invitation to come along and see. 

 

Bereaved? BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT provides a safe place to enable you to come to 

terms with your grief. One-to-one and group support available. For details contact 07895 092009. 
 

A BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP will commence this Tuesday, October 27th, at  

6.30pm in the parish centre. For details of the sessions, please call Sue on 07895092009 

 

The SUNSHINE CLUB meets at 2.00pm on Thursday in the Hall: All ‘Seniors’ welcome!. 



THE PARENTS PREPARING FOR THEIR CHILD’S BAPTISM  
will meet again on  Wednesday, at 7.00pm in the small meeting room in the hall. 

Please pray for LILY and ISLA DAVIES, Baptised this Sunday.  

 
Congratulations to NATALIE GORDINE + JAMIE MANNING  
who married here this Saturday afternoon: Please pray for them, and for all newly-weds. 

 
TOO MUCH PRAYING? Many kneelers are in a poor state from so much hard use. Over the 
years Bill Morrissey, Terry Wilson, Anthony Raven and others have spent many hours maintaining 
and restoring them, but more and more is needed as they age. So on Monday (26th) they will all be 
taken away for three weeks to be refurbished, repaired, or replaced where they are missing. This will 
cost a considerable amount, but will ensure more comfortable kneeling, and years more prayer. 

 
THE SINGING GROUP will start to meet again this Monday, 26th 
October, at 7.30 in the church to rehearse for Christmas. We would really 
welcome new members, so please come slong and give it a try. 

 
‘FESTIVAL OF LIGHT’  With halloween approaching, the Family Groups invite 
us to craft Chinese/ Japanese style lanterns decorated to celebrate the memories of 
loved ones past, to be used to decorate the Church on All Souls. You may bring a picture 
of the ones you wish to remember, to print or attach to your lantern. All are welcome to 
join in, This Thursday 29th October from 6:30pm. 

 
Beware next Saturday: Caerphilly Fireworks display will slow traffic before & after 6.30 Mass.  
 
A SERVICE OF MEMORIES for all the members of our parish family and of the families  
of the Parish who have died over the past year will be held on Monday 16th November.  
Those whose loved ones were buried in the parish will receive invitations automatically, 
but if a member of your family died or was buried elsewhere, please give the details to a  
member of the bereavement group or to the Parish office, so that their names can be 
added to the list of those prayed for, and an invitation extended to you. Thank you. 
  

THE NIGHT SHELTER will run again by the Churches in Caerphilly this 
winter: Sunday nights are nearly all covered. So now we are taking names for the 
Sunday evening (6 -10pm) and Monday morning (6 – 9am) slots: please see the notice 
board at the back of church. On Monday 9th November there will be a general meeting 
for all involved, 7.30pm in the Hall. 

 
‘A PILGRIMAGE COMPANION FOR THE YEAR OF MERCY’ is available from 
the porch (£1.00) ‘This Year of Mercy is an invitation to start again. It is an open door we are invited to 
enter and discover the wonder of the love and mercy of God…everyone has to make a journey, a pilgrimage. 
This may be a physical journey, to one of the Doors of Mercy established in every diocese; but it most 
certainly must be a spiritual journey, a spiritual pilgrimage in which we look again into our hearts and feel 
again our longing for forgiveness…On this spiritual journey we come face to face with our loving Father and 
come again to see the face of Jesus. Then we are drawn into their embrace and find the unique comfort and 
consolation of true faith, living in the presence of the Holy Spirit.’   Cardinal Vincent Nichols. 

 

PARISH PRAYER LIST: In our prayers we are asked to pray for Margaret Jones and Terry Wilson 

and remember all who are sick or housebound, including: 
Pamela Griffiths       Mary Stallone            Sheila Harris    Gerry Phenis             Jackie Lewis                 
Sandra Bray          Jean Kerrigan            Lloyd Jones    John Maguire            Cecelia Mawby                
Pat Emanuelli      David Mabey            Isobel Cummins      Pauline Richards       David Warmsley  
Valerie Donovan         Paul Costigan          Bridie Tolan            Carol Morrissey        Claris Howell            
Teresa Meade             Graham Jenkins        Anna Davies   Helen Fletcher-Davies  
Anthony Jones    Theresa King          Christine and Jimmy Parr 
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SAINT HELEN’S COMMUNITY CENTRE – THIS WEEK:  
 

Date Time Event 

Mon 26th October 7.30pm P.A.C. 

Tue 27th October 10.00am 

6.30pm 

Music Appreciation 

Bereavement Group (s.m.r.) 

Wedn 28th October 7.00pm Baptism Preparation (s.m.r.) 

Thurs 29th October 2.00pm 

6.30pm 

Sunshine Club 

Family Groups 

Fri 30th October 7.00pm Parish Quiz 

Sun 1st November  11.30am 

2.00pm – 4.00pm 

Tea, Coffee, & Biscuits 

Party 
 

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION  18th October 2015 

 Gift Aid Weekly £  130.40 

 Non Gift Aid Weekly £    95.40 

Gift Aid Standing Orders £  559.26 

Non Gift Aid Standing Orders £    46.00 

Loose £  242.95 

TOTAL £1074.01        Many thanks 
 

ATTENTION ALL GIFT-AIDERS: Your letter from the Archdiocese for the 2014-15 

financial year is ready for collection at the back of church. 

 

LOTTERY BONUS BALL CONGRATULATIONS to Theresa Connibear and Ann Head, the 

winners of the Bonus Ball no. 39.   No winner on card 3 this week.   A total of £94.00 was made for parish 

funds. TRY YOUR LUCK AGAIN THIS WEEK. 

 

 

 

 
CHRISTIAN PRAYER.     Section One:  Prayer in the Christian Life: 

Chapter Three: The Life of Prayer  

Article 1.   EXPRESSIONS OF PRAYER:  III. Contemplative Prayer 

(2719) Contemplative prayer is a communion of love bearing life 

for the multitude, to the extent that it consents to abide in the 

night of faith. The Paschal night of the Resurrection passes 

through the night of the agony and the tomb – the three intense 

moments of the Hour of Jesus which is split (and not ‘the flesh 

[which] is weak’) brings to life in prayer. We must be willing to 

‘keep watch with [him] one hour’. (Cf. Matthew 26:40)  
             Catechism of the Catholic Church 1992 

 

 

 

 
Parish Directory   
Priest: Revd. John Kelly  20883192;          Chair of Parish Council: Graham Taylor 20860919     

Saint Helen’s School: 20852532      Cardinal Newman School: 01443 494110     SVP: 20866838 
Hall: 20883192      Safeguarding Officer: 20864112     Cafod: 20861930     Music: Brett Pugh 07971848734. 

Newsletter items: 20883192 Website Additions:  Website@sthelenscaerphilly.com 

Parish@sthelenscaerphilly.com         www.sthelenscaerphilly.com  

NEWSLETTER: All items for inclusion no later than Wednesday evening please. 
 

Saint Helen is a Parish of the Archdiocese of Cardiff, a Registered Charity.  

http://sthelenscaerphilly.com/
http://sthelenscaerphilly.com/
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