
Saint Helen’s Parish, Caerphilly 
 

28th December 2014 
 

THE HOLY FAMILY OF 
JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH 

 

"The child grew to maturity, and filled with wisdom" 
THE WORD THIS WEEK 
As an example for us to follow, the Holy Family can seem a little too perfect: when we consider the more 

“dramatic” events of the Christmas and Easter story, it can seem so far removed from us. And yet, as today's 

Gospel reminds us (especially in the shorter version), there were also the so-called 'hidden years' - the many 

years of family life in Nazareth, spent in ordinary things. During that time, we hear how Jesus grew and 

matured, and in the glimpse of that family life we see our example. The family is a basic unit of our Christian 

society, despite coming under threat nowadays. Our celebration of this feast, and the Word of God we 

proclaim, announces that there is a lasting value in the ideals of family life, and the relationship between 

husband, wife, parents and children. Whatever the changing details of each age, honour, understanding and 

love always remain the recipe for the perfect, and holy, human family. It is love that we put on over all the 

other clothes of changing cultures and places, to guarantee the life of the family in imitation of the Holy 

Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. 
 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE:    (Psalter: Week 1) 
 

Genesis   15:  1 – 6,   21:  1 – 3.     
Response:  Psalm   104. 

Give thanks to the Lord, tell his name, 
make known his deeds among the peoples. 
O sing to him, sing his praise; 
tell all his wonderful works!. 
 

Be proud of his holy name, 
let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice. 
Consider the Lord and his strength; 
constantly seek his face. 
 

Remember the wonders he has done, 
his miracles, the judgements he spoke. 
O children of Abraham, his servant, 
O sons of the Jacob he chose. 
 

He remembers his covenant for ever, 

his promise for a thousand generations, 

the covenant he made with Abraham,  

the oath he swore to Isaac. 
 

Hebrews  11: 8.  11 – 12.  17 – 19.    

     Acclamation for the Gospel:     

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

At various times in the past and in various different ways, 

God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; 

but in our own time, the last days, He has spoken to us through his Son. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

John   2:  13 – 22. 
 

 Prayer of the Faithful:     R/. Father, remember your children.  
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MASS AND SERVICES DURING THE WEEK: 
Sat 27

th
 December  

6.30pm  
THE HOLY FAMILY of JESUS, MARY and JOSEPH 
Carmel Thomas (T + AT) 

Sun 28
th
 December  

10.30am  
THE HOLY FAMILY of JESUS, MARY and JOSEPH 
The Family of the Parish 

Mon 29
th
  December  

6.45pm 

7.00pm 

Fifth Day in the Octave of Christmas 
Evening Payer of the Church 

Shelagh Chichester (KC) 

Tues 30
th
 December 9.45am 

10.00am    
Sixth Day in the Octave of Christmas  

Morning Prayer of the Church 

Rose + Roger Goodchild 

Wed 31
st
 December am 

pm 

7.00pm 

Seventh Day in the Octave of Christmas  

MARY, THE MOTHER OF GOD 

Father Marshall Gibbs 

Thurs 1
st
 January  

11.00am 
MARY, THE MOTHER OF GOD 

For the People of the Parish 

Fri 2
nd

 January  

 

9.45am 

10.00am 

Saint Basil the Great and  Saint Gregory Nazianzen,  

              Bishops and Doctors of the Church 

Morning Prayer of the Church 

June Goldsmith (GG) 

Sat 3
rd

 January 5.45pm-6.15pm 

 

6.30pm 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation – Confessions 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
For the People of the Parish 

Sun 4
th
 January  

10.30am  
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
For the People of the Parish 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION – Saturday 5.45pm to 6.15pm,  or at any time by 

arrangement with the priest. 
 

     Are You Interested in Finding Out about the CATHOLIC FAITH? 
Come and explore on late Thursday evenings, 7.45pm in the Hall.   

 

Time to be CONFIRMED? The Archbishop is coming to Saint Helen’s 

on Pentecost eve, 23
rd

 May. We will start catechesis after Christmas: It’s time to 

enrol  now – Please pick up an enrolment form from the porch. 

 

MARRIAGE At least 6 months notice (preferably 12 months) must be given, by Church 
law. Before making any arrangements please see the priest to avoid any disappointments. 

 

Bereaved? BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT provides a safe place to enable you to come  

to terms with your grief. One-to-one and group support available. For details contact 07895 092009. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THANK YOU to all who prepared, organised, and celebrated the Feast 

of the Nativity of the Lord in the Parish – special mention to the cleaners 

(including 1 new recruit), the flower-arrangers, the secret sacristans, the 

welcomers and tidiers, the servers and ministers, the musicians - especially 

Brett who led all three celebrations, and the secret counters. Also to the 

many families, happy children, and proud grandparents who keep it human.    

A very appreciative THANK YOU from Father John for the most 

generous Christmas offerings, once again. 

And a quiet THANK YOU to Anthony Raven for repairing the 

disabled toilet in the hall, and getting the toilet extractor fans working 

properly, and patching up the carpet in the church porch.  



THE FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY: To coincide with the Feast, the Bishops 

of England and Wales have issued an invitation to us all to become involved in the preparations for 

the follow-on Synod of Bishops called by Pope Francis to look at Marriage and the Family. The 

full text is offered to you, along with this newsletter – the original complete with colour pictures we 

can’t reproduce is displayed on the notice board, or you can access it on 

rcdow.org.uk/att/files/the+call+journey+mission+of+the+family.pdf. Please take this text home with 

you, and begin to work with it within your own family. In the next month we will think about how 

we can respond to it in the Family of the Parish, maybe as a Lenten exercise.  

 
THE NEW YEAR – FEAST OF THE MOTHERHOOD OF MARY: As 

well as Mass on the day, we will celebrate a vigil Mass of the Feast at 7pm on new year’s 

eve, followed by ‘refreshments’ served in the hall, before we all go on to other 

celebrations. All welcome! 

 

The ‘EVANGELISATION’ GROUP will celebrate Christmas with a night out on Friday. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SONGS FROM THE SHOWS, Friday 23
rd

 January: Still a few tickets left for the Concert by 

David Rhys-Morris, 7.30pm in the hall. Tickets £5 from Bernard, 20 881331.  

 

TIME FOR CONFIRMATION IN FAITH? If you are 12 or over and 

wish to be Confirmed as an  adult member of the Church, please give your details to 

Father, using the red enrolment forms available from the porch. On Thursday 29
th

 

January you and your parents are invited to meet in the church at 6.30pm, to look at 

dates and plan your preparation for this important step. 

 
PILGRIMAGE 2015: to celebrate the 500

th
 Anniversary of SAINT 

TERESA of AVILA, a pilgrimage to discover her life and spirit, and her disciple, 

Saint John of the Cross, in the beautiful cities of mid-western Spain. Whitsun next year, 
24

th
 – 29

th
 May, Price £695. Booking forms and deposits are now due, please. 

 

PARISH PRAYER LIST: In our prayers we are asked to remember Ted Cronin who is in 
hospital, and all who are sick or housebound: 
Pamela Griffiths        Mary Stallone         Sheila Harris    Gerry Phenis           Jayne McFarlane        
Dorothy Waters         Jean Kerrigan          Lloyd Jones   John Maguire           Cecelia Mawby                
Pat Emanuelli       Shirley Evans          David Mabey     Isobel Cummins       Pauline Richards   
Paul Costigan               Valerie Donovan     Bridie Tolan       Carol Morrissey      Sheila Humphries    
Johanna Greenaway     Sandra Bray            Claris Howell      Celia Llewelyn       David Warmsley 
Jackie Lewis               Julie Bevan            Helen Fletcher-Davies  
 

REQUIESCAT IN PACE: Please pray for the repose of the soul of Mary Pople who died last 
Sunday, and for Roger Goodchild, who will be cremated on Tuesday, and Peter Paul Cousins who 
will be cremated on Friday. We pray also for their Families in their bereavement.   

THANK YOU! A massive Thank You is due from the whole Parish to Barbara Burns who 

left most of her estate to Saint Helen’s, in all some £ 250,000.  
This huge legacy does not go into a slush fund, nor can we allow it to be frittered away carelessly or 
jut used to save us from our regular financial responsibilities. Instead it is lodged with the Trustees of 
the Diocese, according to Charities law, and loaned out to less fortunate neighbouring parishes for 
approved major projects. We too can access it whenever we have a necessary large project. To 
consider this and look/dream together at possible projects that would honour Barbara and her many 
hours and years of service and care for the Parish, and help us continue it, we are all invited to meet 
in the Hall after Mass next weekend, the Epiphany (feast of gifts), 3rd/4th January. 



SAINT HELEN’S COMMUNITY CENTRE – THIS WEEK:  
 

Date Time Event 

Wed 31
st
 December 7.30pm New ~Year’s Eve drinks 

Thurs 1
st
 January 3.30pm – 6.30pm Party 

Sat 3
rd

 January 7.30pm Sharing Ideas for Projects  for Barbara 

Sun 4
th
 January 11.30 am 

 

6.00 pm 

Tea, Coffee, & Biscuits and  

Sharing Ideas for Projects  for Barbara 

The Night Shelter 
 

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION 21
st 

December 2014 

 Gift Aid Weekly £  178.00 

 Non Gift Aid Weekly £  113.60 

Gift Aid Standing Orders £  559.26 

Non Gift Aid Standing Orders £    46.00 

Loose £  237.51 

TOTAL £1134.37 

Many thanks 

 

LOTTERY BONUS BALL CONGRATULATIONS to the winners of the Bonus Ball. There will 

be the double results published in next week’s newsletter. TRY YOUR LUCK AGAIN THIS WEEK. 

 

200 CLUB DRAW - December 2014 1st
 prize (£200.00) No 185 – Ceri + Paul Harrington; 

2
nd

 prize (£100.00) No. 128 – Hugh Anderson and 3
rd

 prize (£50.00) No. 75 – William c/o Gay 

Dacey. Congratulations to you all. 
  

THANK YOU from the S.V.P. for the donations given at Mike Dacey’s Funeral: £416.80 was 

received: Mike would now be planning how to use it to the best advantage of those in any need. 

 

 
CHRISTIAN PRAYER.     Section One:  Prayer in the Christian Life: 

Chapter Two: The Tradition of Prayer  

Article 2.   THE WAY OF PRAYER: In communion with the holy Mother of God 

(2675) Beginning with Mary’s unique co-operation with the working of the Holy Spirit, the 

Churches developed their prayer to the holy Mother of God, centring it on the person of 

Christ manifested in his mysteries. In countless hymns and antiphons expressing this prayer, 

two movements usually alternate with one another: the first ‘magnifies’ the Lord for the 

‘great things’ he did for his lowly servant and through her for all human beings (Cf. Luke 1: 46 

– 55);  the second entrusts the supplications and praises of the children of God to the Mother 

of Jesus, because she now knows the humanity which, in her, the Son of God espoused. 

             Catechism of the Catholic Church 1992 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Directory   
Priest: Revd. John Kelly  20883192;          Chair of Parish Council: Graham Taylor 20860919     

Saint Helen’s School: 20852532      Cardinal Newman School: 01443 494110     SVP: 20866838 
Hall: 20883192      Safeguarding Officer: 20864112        Cafod: 20861930       Music: Brett Pugh 07971848734. 

Newsletter items: 20883192 Website Additions:  Website@sthelenscaerphilly.com 

Parish@sthelenscaerphilly.com         www.sthelenscaerphilly.com  

NEWSLETTER: All items for inclusion no later than Wednesday evening please. 
 

Saint Helen’s is a Parish of the Archdiocese of Cardiff, a Registered Charity.  

http://sthelenscaerphilly.com/
http://sthelenscaerphilly.com/
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