
Saint Helen’s Parish, Caerphilly 
 

18th May 2014 
 

5th EASTER (year A) 
 

I am the Way, the Truth and the Life  
 

THE WORD THIS WEEK 
We continue to explore the meaning of baptism, of membership of the Church, of living a life which 
has been immersed in the life and death of Jesus Christ: in other words, we continue our ‘Mystagogy’ 
- our training in the mystery of Baptism and the other Sacraments. We hear more about ‘who Jesus 
is’, with another ‘I am’ statement: “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life”. We are baptised into his 
way, his truth, and his life. 
We hear about the earliest community struggling with the life they are called to by baptism, and Peter 
again reminds us that baptism builds us into a ‘spiritual house’ with Jesus as our cornerstone. The 
mystery of the Church is clearly before us today: the Church is the community of those baptised in 
Christ, the pilgrim people walking with Christ (who has shown us the Father) to the place he has 
prepared for us. Today’s reading can perhaps make us think a little about how we form part of this 
‘spiritual house’, the Church, as we journey to the Father. 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE:    (Psalter: Week 1)        
Acts   6:  1 – 7. 

Response:  Psalm   32.  

Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just; 

for praise is fitting for loyal hearts. 

Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp, 

with ten-stringed lute sing him songs. 
 

For the word of the Lord is faithful 

and all his works to be trusted. 

The lord loves justice and right 

and fills the earth with his love. 
 

The Lord looks on those who revere him, 

on those who hope in his love, 

to rescue their souls from death, 

to keep them alive in famine. 
   (Sung Antiphon:    May your love be upon us, O Lord, 

           as we place all our hope in you.) 
 

1 Peter   2:  4 – 9. 
 Acclamation for the Gospel:     

Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Jesus said: ‘I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. 

No one can come to the Father except through me.’ 

Alleluia! 

John   14:  1 – 12.  

Prayer of the Faithful:     R/. Lord, let us see the Father.  
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MASS AND SERVICES DURING THE WEEK: 
Sat 17

th
 May  

6.30pm  
5th EASTER  
For the People of the Parish 

Sun 18
th
 May  

10.30am  
5th EASTER  
Margaret + Hubert Kauczok (SK) 

Mon 19
th
 May 6.45pm 

7.00pm 

Evening Prayer of the Church 

Margherita Antoniazzi (PJ) 

Tues 20
th
 May 9.45am 

10.00am    
Morning Prayer of the Church 

Betty + William Howell (GD) 

Wed 21
st
 May 9.45am 

10.00am  

 

Morning Prayer of the Church 

Varghees Neyyan (T+AT) 

ADORATION 2 to 4 pm    &    6 to 8 pm. 

Thurs 22
nd

 May 9.45am 

10,00am 
Morning Prayer of the Church 

Elvira Bracchi (MG) 

Fri 23
rd

 May  

(10.00am 
6.45pm 

7.00pm 

Dedication of the Cathedral Church  

1901 Universal Colliery Disaster Service, Senghenydd) 
Evening Prayer of the Church 

Jill Goldsmith (GG) 

Sat 24
th
 May  

5.45pm-6.15pm 

6.30pm  

6th EASTER  
The Sacrament of Reconciliation – Confessions 

Marianne + Joseph Eder + Robert Premm (ML) 

Sun 25
th
 May  

10.30am  

1.00pm 

6th EASTER  
For the People of the Parish 

Baptism of Isabelle Sequena 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  
Saturday 5.45pm to 6.15pm, or by arrangement. 
 

 

A CHILD FOR BAPTISM?  To have your child baptised, make sure you book into the Parish 
PREPARATION for BAPTISM: Please take the form ‘Your Child and Baptism’ available in the porch, fill it 
in and return it to book in to next Preparation.  
 

Growing into Body of Christ: children continue their growing, in the church, Tuesday 6.30pm. 
  
 

MARRIAGE At least 6 months notice (preferably 12 months) must be given, by Church law. Before 

making any arrangements please see the priest to avoid any disappointments. 
 

Bereaved? BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT provides a safe place to enable you to come to terms 

with your grief. One-to-one and group support available. For details contact 07895 092009. 

 

PARENT AND TODDLER GROUP meets in the hall on Monday and Wednesday from 

9.30am to 11.30am, but not  on Thursday this week: - Elections. 

No SUNSHINE CLUB,  No YOUTH CLUB this week: - Elections.  

CHURCH CLEANING: Team A this Saturday, 24th May. 

FOLK GROUP - Tuesday 7.30pm in the church: Learners, masters, or the more 

‘rusty’! Turn up on the night or phone/text Tracey 07969017214. 

THE SINGING GROUP: After a prolonged Easter Break the singing 
group will have its first practice at 7:30pm in the church on Monday 19 May. 
New members are always welcome: give it a try, it really is great fun.. 
 

Brett and his family would like to thank everyone for their prayers, cards and support over the 
loss of their mother. They are particularly grateful to all of those who attended the funeral last 
Wednesday  or remembered them in they prayers on the day. 

 
ELECTION notice from  S.P.U.C: Anyone wanting to know the voting intentions on abortion of 
Prospective European Candidates in the coming Elections, please contact SPUC on 029 20400146. Please 
leave your telephone number if you get the answering machine. “There are those in the European Parliament 
who are pushing for abortion to be a ‘human right’, - that’s a fact.”     Paul Botto, SPUC Cardiff/Penarth Branch 



 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEWLY CONFIRMED:  

 Simone Benedict Celestini           Jack Mark Egan 

  Joseph Paul Harrington    Matthew Sebastian Jefferies 

       Ryan John Joseph       Matthew John Monkton 

    Kizzia Cecelia Pabines          Alys Sophia Powell 

     Emily Francis Sexton          Oliver David Sloan 
 

  SO NOW, WHAT? 
Do we just forget them, leave them to sink or swim? Too often the newly confirmed, filled 
with the Spirit, can’t find their place in the Parish, and drift away:  If we are serious about 
these young people, we need to keep in touch with them and find space and time for them in 
the Parish. So this Friday, 23

rd
 May, and every second Friday evening after that, the Hall 

will be open for the recently Confirmed  to ‘chill’ together, with refreshments provided, and 
any music or film they bring along. Could a few adults please make themselves available to 
take turns to open and close the hall, and maybe occasionally chat with our youngsters.     

 

And What Else? AN INVITATION is extended to members of the parish wishing to add 

their input on discussions and strategies for ways to improve our experience of Church, identify new 

ways of providing support / reaching out to others, and generally strengthening the spirit of our 

parish community. A meeting to discuss and ponder these challenges is scheduled for this Monday 

19
th

 May, at 7.30pm in the hall. You are most welcome to attend, and contribute. 

 

POINTS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL:  
> Much of the Council’s business was with our upcoming celebration of 50 years of the church 

building, the internal decoration before that, and the Mission to take us on after.    Also …. 

>PARKING: Concern has been expressed at some parking practices: – Occasionally blocking the 

disabled places; parking in the narrow space between the sacristy and the garages and close to the 

corners, which would block emergency vehicles; and the occasional frustrations as more and more of 

us use cars, but the parking space doesn’t grow. Patience please, consideration, and courtesy! 

 > WELCOMING CHILDREN:  ‘Let the little children come to me!’  We are delighted that  

     so many children are brought to join the celebration of Mass, but realise that it doesn’t always 

        interest them too much!   The space is large and crowded, the celebration adult and remote,  

  etc. If your child needs a run or a scream, please feel free to use the ‘crying room’ for a 

moment, or take the child for a brief run outside. Sitting where the child can see what is going 

on, pointing out what’s happening, who is doing what, sharing the words in the hymn-book can 

all help involve and form children as they grow. And please don’t worry that they are your 

responsibility alone: They are ‘our’ children: Handing them over to a friend, a granny, or a 

complete stranger can sometimes calm them, and you: So fellow Parishioners, please don’t just 

tut! – try ‘taking the child (gently) in hand’ to help frazzled parents. 

 > And ‘Contact the Elderly’ has invited us to put on a Sunday Tea Party twice a year 

for elderly neighbours. Tea and cake-makers will be needed and also regular drivers: For 

details or to register an interest in helping with either, please see Graham Turner or Father. 
 

THE PARISH PRAYER LIST: In our prayers we are asked to remember Vincent Clinch in hospital, 

and all who are sick or housebound, including:  

Pamela Griffiths        Mary Stallone        Sheila Harris  John O’Dwyer          Sarah George         
Dorothy Waters         Jean Kerrigan      Lloyd Jones  John Maguire            Cecelia Mawby              
Pam Pitten            Shirley Evans        David Mabey         Isobel Cummins        Pauline Richards  
Paul Costigan            Lowri Head          Valerie Donovan    Sheila Humphries     Bridie Tolan         
Carol Morrissey         Sandra Bray          Frank Colley   Jean Evans              Wilson Brown     
Johanna Greenaway  Mary Pople       Pat Emanuelli         Peggy & Joe Coll     Sandra Bray     
Helen Fletcher-Davies       Pamela & Denis Cronin 
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!!  SAINT HELEN’S COMMUNITY CENTRE – THIS WEEK:  

 

Date Time Event 

Mon 19
th
 May 9.30am  – 11.30am 

6.30pm– 7.30pm 

7.30pm 

Parents & Toddlers  

Zumba 

Mission  /’Evangelisation’ Open Forum 

Tue 20
th
 May   

Wed 21
st
 May 9.30am – 11.30am  

1.00 -  3.00pm  

7.00pm 

Parents & Toddlers 

Gardening Group 

Baptism Preparation 

Thurs 22
nd

 May 6.30am – 10.30pm 

7.30pm 

Polling Station 

Looking into Faith (s.m.r.) 

Fri 23
rd

 May   

Sat 24
th
 May 9.30am – 12.30pm Dance 

Sun 25
th
 May 11.30 am 

2.00pm – 6.00pm 

Tea, Coffee, & Biscuits 

Party 

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION 11
th

 May 2014 

 Gift Aid Weekly £  257.50 

 Non Gift Aid Weekly £  132.23 

Gift Aid Standing Orders £  559.26 

Non Gift Aid Standing Orders £    46.00 

Loose £  319.42 

TOTAL £1314.41 

Many thanks 
 

LOTTERY BONUS BALL CONGRATULATIONS to the winners of the Bonus Ball no. 19, 

Vernon Williams, Mavis Bevan, and Alun Fernandez John. A total of £65.00 was made for parish funds. 

TRY YOUR LUCK AGAIN THIS WEEK. 
 

THANK YOU to the Parents and Toddlers and their organisers and volunteers for the £900  

received towards the heating, lighting, cleaning and maintenance of the Hall for the spring sessions. 

 
CHRISTIAN PRAYER.     Section One:  Prayer in the Christian Life: 

Chapter 0ne: The Revelation of Prayer ~ The Universal Call to Prayer 

Article 3.  IN THE AGE OF THE CHURCH 

V. Prayer of PRAISE (2641) ‘[Address] one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 

and making melody to the Lord with all your heart’  (Eph 5: 19; cf. Col 3: 16.).  Like the inspired 

writers of the New Testament, the first Christian communities read the Book of Psalms in a new 

way, singing in it the mystery of Christ. In the newness of the Spirit, they also composed hymns and 

canticles in the light of the unheard-of event that God accomplished in his Son: his Incarnation, his 

death which conquered death, his Resurrection and Ascension to the right hand of the Father  (Cf. 

Phil 2: 6-11; Col 1: 15–20; Eph 5: 14; 1Tim 3: 16; 6: 15-16; 2 Tim 2: 11-13). Doxology, the praise of God, 

arises from this ‘marvellous work’ of the whole economy of salvation (CF. Eph 1: 3-13; Rom 16: 25-27; 

Eph 3: 20-21; Jude 24-25).                                                                 Catechism of the Catholic Church 1992 

 
Parish Directory   
Priest: Revd. John Kelly  20883192;          Chair of Parish Council: Graham Taylor 20860919     

Saint Helen’s School: 20852532      Cardinal Newman School: 01443 494110     SVP: 20866838 
Hall: 20883192      Safeguarding Officer: 20864112        Cafod: 20861930       Music: Brett Pugh 07971848734. 

Newsletter items: 20883192 Website Additions:  Website@sthelenscaerphilly.com 

Parish@sthelenscaerphilly.com         www.sthelenscaerphilly.com  

NEWSLETTER: All items for inclusion no later than Wednesday evening please. 
 

Saint Helen’s is a Parish of the Archdiocese of Cardiff, a Registered Charity.  
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