
 

Saint  Helen’s  Parish,  Caerphilly 
  

the season of advent+christmas 

ADVENT 2 
“BIBLE  SUNDAY” 

9th December 2012 
 

 

"All mankind shall see the salvation of God." 
 

THE WORD THIS WEEK 
Again  we  hear  about  the  coming  “Day  of  Christ”,  and  meet  the  character  of  John 
the  Baptist.  Just  as  once  before  he  “prepared  the  way”  for  the  coming  of  Christ,  
so today he does the same for us. Our hearts should be open to his voice, as he 
calls us to repentance, and asks us to make the way straight for the coming of 
our Lord. The imagery of this Sunday is particularly rich: the dominant image is 
of a vast population moving together - the return from exile in the first reading, 
the going and coming of the sowers in the psalm, the community of the Church 
preparing together in Paul’s  letter.  We  prepare  for  the  coming  of  the  Lord  as  His  
people - a  community  who  cooperate  to  make  the  “processional  way”  of  the  Holy  
One - flattening the hills of opposition and ridicule, filling in the valleys of doubt 
and  despair,  so  that  “all  mankind  shall see the salvation of God”. 

 
TODAY’S  READINGS:   Baruch   5:  1 – 9. 
  Philippians   1:  3 – 6,  8 – 11.         Luke    3:  1 – 6.   
RESPONSE:     Psalm 125   
       R/. What marvels the Lord worked for us!  

Indeed we were glad. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:   

Alleluia, alleluia!  
Prepare a way for the Lord, 

           make his paths straight 
and all mankind shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia, alleluia!   

Prayer of the Faithful:  
       R/.  Come, Lord Jesus, come.  

 
 “Let's be honest: it's not just the busy-ness of Christmas 

preparations now in full December fury that distract us from 
our ongoing work of repentance and forgiveness. Every day of 
the year we tend to be distracted by mountains of work, paths 
of indecision, valleys of doubt and fear. This Bible Sunday 
would be a good Sunday of Advent to take some special time 
to reflect on God's forgiveness and mercy and how it is God 
who gives sure direction to our lives and will eventually bring 
us home to eternal glory if we are faithful partners in the 
gospel. Our Advent watchfulness and waiting include taking 
time to rest in the security of God's nearness. Part of the work 
of Advent is smoothing our relationships with each other so 
that we can see the nearness of God—within each other.” 
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The Jesse Tree – The Family Tree of Jesus – All who are waiting for a saviour 

 

MASS AND SERVICES DURING THE WEEK: 
Sat 8th December      

 
6.30pm  

The Immaculate Conception of the B.V. Mary 
Advent 2  
People of the Parish 

Sun 9th December    
10.00am  

Advent 2  
Margaret & Hubert Kauczok (SK) 

Mon 10th December  
7.00pm 

Saint John Roberts, Priest + Martyr 
Theresa Waters (SVP)  

Tues 11th December   10.00am     Sheila Phillips (T&SC)  
Wed 12th December 9.00am  

 
Margherita Antoniazzi (BT) Bible Wednesday 
ADORATION 2 to 4 pm &  6 to 8 pm   

Thurs 13th December   
10.30am  

Saint Lucy, Virgin + Martyr 
Cecelia & Bill Brookman Golden Wedding (GD) 

Fri 14th December  
10.00am  

Saint John of the Cross, Priest + Doctor of the Church 
Father Michael Healy (ME)  

Sat 15th December  
6.30pm  

ADVENT 3, ‘Gaudete’ Joyful Sunday 
People of the Parish 

Sun 16th December  
10.00am  

ADVENT 3, ‘Gaudete’ – O Wisdom! Joyful Sunday 
Rosemary & Michael Kelly (SW) 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  
Saturday 5.45pm to 6.15pm, and at any time arranged with the Parish Priest. 
 
BAPTISM If you wish to have your child baptised in the next few months it is important 
that you make an appointment to see Father before beginning the preparation.  
INITIATION FOR ADULTS continues each Thursday at 7.45pm in the hall 
meeting room. Anyone wishing to know more about the Catholic Faith, please contact the 
parish priest, or just come along and see.. 
MARRIAGE At least 6 months notice (preferably 12 months) must be given by 
making an appointment with the priest. Before making any arrangements please see 
the priest to avoid any disappointments. 
 
PARENT AND TODDLER GROUP meets in the hall on Monday 9.30am to 
11.30am, Wednesday 9.30 – 11.30am, Thursday 9.30am to 11.30am. 
SVP meets on Monday, 10th December, at 7.45pm in the hall.  
SUNSHINE CLUB is taking a break till January  
YOUTH CLUB Meets on Thursday at 6.30pm in the hall. 
 

TEA, COFFEE, BISCUITS, and a CHAT, in the hall after morning 
Mass today, and every Sunday: An invitation for the Year of 
(shared) Faith, Family, and Friendship. (Thanks, Tracy & Steve) 
 
LOTTERY BONUS BALL CONGRATULATIONS to the winners of the Bonus 
Ball no: 45 Mary Everson and Fran Morgan.  No winner on the third card this week. A 
total of £92.00 was made for parish funds. TRY YOUR LUCK AGAIN THIS WEEK 
 
Please return your Christmas Draw counterfoils and monies as soon as 
possible either by bringing them to Mass next weekend or by posting them 
through the presbytery letterbox during the week. 
THE DRAW is due to take place next Sunday 16th December in the hall after 
Mass.   - As yet only 250 books out of a total of 1500 have been returned.   

Don’t  forget!        Don’t  miss  out!       Many thanks. 
 



 

Bible Sunday :: Advent/Christmas :: Seasons of Scripture  
Bringing the Word to Life. 

From the very beginning, the Bible had no single message. When the editors fixed the canons of both the Jewish 
and Christian testaments, they included competing visions and placed them, without comment, side by side. From 
the first, biblical authors felt free to revise the texts they had inherited and give them entirely different meaning. 
Later exegetes held up the Bible as a template for the problems of their time. Sometimes they allowed it to shape 
their world view but they also felt free to change it and make it speak to contemporary conditions. They were not 
usually interested in discovering the original meaning of a passage. The Bible 'proved' that it was holy because 
people continually discovered fresh ways to interpret it and found that this difficult, ancient set of documents cast 
light on situations that their authors could never have imagined. Revelation was an ongoing process; it had not 
been  confined  to  a  distant   ‘theophany’  on  Mount  Sinai;;  exegetes  continued  to  make  the  Word  of  God  audible   in  
each generation.       “The  Bible,  the  Biography”,  Karen Armstrong. 

 

PARISH PRAYER LIST: In our prayers,  we are asked to remember all who 
are sick or housebound, including:   

Jean Evans  May Powell  Pamela Griffiths Ceri Amies  
Mary Stallone  John  O’Dwyer  Sheila Harris  Darren Bray  
Bridie Tolan  Sarah George  Philip Smith  Pat Emanuelli 
Josephine Lewis Dorothy Waters Jean Kerrigan  Eithne Morgan 
Tony Lewis          John Maguire  Danny McGee  Cecelia Mawby 
Pam Pitten  Lloyd Jones  Benjamin Wall  Sheila Carter   
Paul Morrissey Vincent Clinch  Paul Costigan  Denis Cronin 
Eileen James  David Mabey      Valerie Donovan Pamela Cronin  
Sheila Humphries Ken Rush  Adrian Gettins  Alison Mansell 
Carol Morrissey Lyneth Jones  Brenda Cook  Peggy Coll  
Joe Coll   
 

  ADVENT – CHRISTMAS IS COMING – HE IS COMING! 
Among all the busy preparations, the prophets call us to prepare the 
way for God to come to our heart, fill in the gaps, take down the 
barriers, straighten out our crooked paths.       
So on Tuesday 18th December in  Saint  Dyfrig’s,  Treforest,   
A DEANERY CELEBRATION OF RECONCILIATION FOR ADVENT: 
Several Confessors, and   the   joy   of   sharing   together   in   God’s  
abundant mercy. 

 
Other Preparations include two Carol Services leading us up to Christmas: 
On Monday 17th SAINT  HELEN’S  PRIMARY  SCHOOL  in  the  church  at  7pm,  and   
On Wednesday 19th CARDINAL NEWMAN SCHOOL, in the school, at 7pm. 
 

Christmas Mass Times:  
The times of the Mass of Christmas will be the same as last year:  
Monday 24th December:    6.30pm,  12midnight (carols at 11.30pm) 
Tuesday 25th December:     10.00am. 
 
THANK YOU FROM SVP for your most generous donation of £626.56 
at last weeks retiring collection.  This wonderful response will help us 
considerably in our aim to serve those who are in need.  
 



N.B. 

SAINT  HELEN’S  COMMUNITY  CENTRE  – THIS WEEK:  
 

Date Time Event 
Mon 10th December 9.30am to 11.30am 

7.45pm 
Parent & Toddlers 

SVP  
Tue 11th December 9.30am to 10.30am  

2.00pm 
Mimis Melodies 

‘Dei Verbum’  :  ‘Reading the Council’ 
Wed 12th  December 10.00am to 12 Noon 

1.30pm to 3.00pm 
Parent & Toddlers 

Yoga  
Thurs 13th December   9.30am to 11.30am 

2.00pm 
6.30pm  
7.45pm 

Parent & Toddlers 
Sunshine Club 

Youth Club  
R.C.I.A 

Fri 14th December - - 
Sat 15th December  2.00pm-4.30pm Birthday Party 
Sun 16th  December  11.00am Tea & Biscuits, and Christmas Draw 
 
 
OFFERTORY COLLECTION 2nd December 2012 
 Gift Aid Weekly £   213.30 
 Non Gift Aid Weekly £   198.76 
Gift Aid Standing Orders £   518.08 
Non Gift Aid Standing Orders £     60.87 
Loose £   322.10 
TOTAL £ 1313.11 

Many thanks 

 
CHRISTIAN PRAYER. 

Section One:  Prayer in the Christian Life: 
Chapter 0ne: The Revelation of Prayer ~ The Universal Call to Prayer 

Article  1. IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 
 Creation – source of prayer (2569) Prayer is lived in the first place beginning with 
the realities of creation. The first nine chapters of Genesis describe this relationship 
with God as an offering of the first-born of Abel’s flock, as the invocation of the 
divine name at the time of Enoch, and as ‘walking with God’ (Genesis 4:4, 26; 5:24). 
Noah’s offering is pleasing to God, who blesses him and through him all creation, 
because his heart was upright and undivided; Noah, like Enoch before him, ‘walks 
with God’(Genesis 6:9; 8:20 – 9:17).This kind of prayer is lived by many righteous people 
in all religions. 
In his indefectible covenant with every living creature (Genesis 9:8 – 16) God has always 
called people to prayer. But it is above all beginning with our father Abraham that 
prayer is revealed in the Old Testament.         Catechism of the Catholic Church 1992 
 

  
Parish Directory   
Priest: Revd. John Kelly  20883192;    Chair of Parish Council: Graham Taylor 20860919     
Saint  Helen’s  School: 20852532      Cardinal Newman School: 01443 494110  
Hall: 20883192       Newsletter items: 20883192    Safeguarding Officer: 20864112     
SVP: 20866838        Cafod: 20861930        Music:  Brett Pugh 07971848734. 
  Parish@sthelenscaerphilly.com    www.sthelenscaerphilly.com  
NEWSLETTER: All items for inclusion should be emailed or posted through the presbytery 
letterbox no later than Wednesday evening please.   

 
Saint  Helen’s  is  a  Parish  of  the  Archdiocese  of  Cardiff,  a  Registered  Charity.  

http://sthelenscaerphilly.com/

