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Saint Helen’s Parish, Caerphilly 
 

25th May 2014 
 

6th EASTER (year A) 
 

I shall ask the Father,  
and he will give you another Advocate 

 

THE WORD THIS WEEK 
By now we are some distance away from Easter, but the season is still permeated with the Easter 

message: Christ is Risen, we are Baptised in him. Today a new dimension of the story comes out: 

Easter is not complete until the risen Lord has returned to the Father and sent the Holy Spirit. So in 

the Gospel today we begin two weeks of looking forward to the coming of that ‘Spirit of Truth’ 

which sets us apart from the world.   This is a Spirit of power, which flows through the life of the 

Church, enabling its members to ‘proclaim the Christ’ and, dwelling in our hearts, to live in the 

midst of the world’s slander and accusations. 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE:    (Psalter: Week 2)        
Acts   8:  5 – 8,  14 – 17. 

Response:  Psalm   65.  

Cry out with joy to God all the earth, 

O sing to the glory of his name. 

O render him glorious praise. 

Say to God: ‘How tremendous your deeds!’ 
 

‘Before you all the earth shall bow; 

shall sing to you, sing to your name!’ 

Come and see the works of God, 

tremendous his deeds among men. 
 

He turned the sea into dry land, 

they passed through the river dry-shod. 

Let our joy then be in him; 

He rules for ever by his might. 
 

Come and hear, all who fear God. 

I will tell what he did for my soul: 

Blessed be God who did not reject my prayer 

nor withhold his love from me. 

1 Peter   3:  15 – 18. 
 Acclamation for the Gospel:     

Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Jesus said: ‘If anyone loves me he will keep my word, 

And my Father will love him, and we shall come to him.’ 

Alleluia! 

John   14:  15 – 21.  
Prayer of the Faithful:     R/. Lord, let our joy be in you.  

 

A Hymn to God the Father 
 

 Hear me, O God! 
 A broken heart 
 Is my best part: 

 Use still thy rod 
 That I may prove 
 Therein thy love. 

 

 If thou hadst not 
 Been stern to me, 
 But let me free, 

   I had forgot 
 Myself and thee. 

 

   For sin's so sweet, 
   As minds ill bent 
   Rarely repent, 

   Until they meet 
   Their punishment. 

 

   Who more can crave 
   Than thou hast done, 
   That gav'st a son 

   To free a slave, 
   First made of nought, 
   With all since bought? 

 

   Sin, Death, and Hell 
   His glorious Name 
   Quite overcame, 

   Yet I rebel, 
      and slight the same. 

 

   But I'll come in, 
   Before my loss 
   Me farther toss, 

   As sure to win 
   Under his cross. 

 

           Ben Jonson 

Alleluia! 
Alleluia! 
Alleluia! 

 

 Alleluia! 
Alleluia! 
Alleluia! 

 
 

Alleluia! 
Alleluia! 
Alleluia! 
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MASS AND SERVICES DURING THE WEEK: 
Sat 24

th
 May  

6.30pm  
6th EASTER  
Marianne + Joseph Eder + Robert Premm (ML) 

Sun 25
th
 May  

10.30am  

1.00pm 

3.00 - 4.00pm 

6th EASTER  
For the People of the Parish 

Baptism of Isabella Sequena 

Holy Hour for the People of Bethlehem 

Mon 26
th
 May  

9.45am 

10.00am 

Saint Philip Neri, Priest  
Morning Prayer of the Church 

William White (GD) 

Tues  27
th
 May 9.45am 

10.00am    
Morning Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Word with Communion 

Wed 28
th
 May 9.45am 

10.00am  

 

Morning Prayer of the Church 

Daniel Magee (MB) 

ADORATION 2 to 4 pm    &    6 to 8 pm. 

Thurs 29
th
 May 9.45am 

10,00am 
Morning Prayer of the Church 

Morris Cullen, Intention (BM)  

Fri 30
th
 May 9.45am 

10.00am 
Morning Prayer of the Church 

Sheila Kiernan (BT) 

Sat 31
st
 May  

9.45am 
10.00am 

 

5.45pm-6.15pm 

6.30pm  

THE VISITATION OF THE BLESSES VIRGIN MARY  
Morning Prayer of the Church 

Ceri Lea (BB) 

THE ASSESSION  OF OUR LORD 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation – Confessions 

Mona Clinch (JO’B) 

Sun 1
st
 June  

10.30am  
THE ASSENSION OF OUR LORD 
For the People of the Parish, 

     with the Baptism of Oliver Wyatt 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION Saturday 5.45pm to 6.15pm, or at any time by 

arrangement. 
 

A CHILD FOR BAPTISM?  To have your child baptised, make sure you book into the Parish 

PREPARATION for BAPTISM: Please take the form ‘Your Child and Baptism’ available in the porch, fill it 

in and return it to book in to next Preparation, which will start on 30
th
 July.    

 

JOINING THE CHURCH AS AN ADULT:     To know more about the Catholic Faith, 

please contact the parish priest, or ask someone in church and ask them to help you come and see.  
 

MARRIAGE At least 6 months notice (preferably 12 months) must be given, by Church law. Before 

making any arrangements please see the priest to avoid any disappointments. 
 

Bereaved? BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT provides a safe place to enable you to come to terms 

with your grief. One-to-one and group support available. For details contact 07895 092009. 

 

CHURCH CLEANING: Team B this Saturday, 31st May (NB: Mass at 10am) 

 

AN INVITATION from the Sisters of Saint Joseph of Annecy: Join us to celebrate the 150th 
anniversary of the Sisters of Saint Joseph of Annecy's arrival in Britain at an Open Day at 
Llantarnam Abbey, 21

st
 June 2014, 10.30-3.00. Meet the Sisters, enjoy films, photographic 

exhibition, refreshments, the shop, and tours of the house.   Contact Sister Marianne on 01633 
252321 or ssjavocations@hotmail.com if you want more information. 

   

THE FLOWER FESTIVAL, 13th, 14
th

, 15
th

 June: Help, please, on Thursday 

 12
th

 June: Flower arranging skills not necessary but would be helpful.  

Also any military uniforms or memorabilia.  Please contact Johanna on 20 867908. 
 

FREE FRIDGE:  A tall larder fridge, in working order and good condition,  

is offered free to a good home: transport available. Call Mike on 20 883291. 

mailto:ssjavocations@hotmail.co.uk


WHAT COLOUR? At the end of July the painting of the interior of the church will 

begin, in preparation for the 50
th

 Anniversary Celebrations Mass on September 3rd:  

The ceiling will be white again, with the lemon beams also white. But the walls?  

To get an idea of what works, panels daubed with different colours are displayed  

around the church, and slips for you to put them in order of preference: This is  

not an(other) ‘election’, but just a first look to narrow the field and see what people feel: next week 

we will move the colours around to catch different lights. Later we will try three colours directly on 

the wall before making a final choice. 

 

COME, HOLY SPIRIT! Thursday, which used mark the ascension, is still the start of the 

original and greatest Novena, ‘nine days’, praying for the coming of the Holy Spirit. We 

are still all invited to that intense prayer: Novena cards are available in the porch today 

 

WITH THE PILGRIM POPE IN PALESTINE: We are asked to join in 

prayer with Pope Francis as he visits Bethlehem: We are all invited to join in a Holy 

Hour before the Blessed Sacrament, with Readings and Prayers,  

at 3.00pm today, Sunday,. 

 
PILGRIMS PROGRESS REPORT: The Saints set on seeking out Saints in 

North Wales on the Parish mini-Pilgrimage are invited to meet briefly in the Hall after 

morning Mass on Sunday next, 1
st
 June, for an update on what where and how it will all 

happen (and to pay in another tranche of money if possible).   

 

A PICNIC FOR PENTECOST: on Pentecost Sunday, 8
th

 June, local 

Churches are gathering on the field on Crescent Road for a picnic, party, and 

prayer-time, 12.30-3pm: Since it is on our doorstep and we are all invited, it 

would be a pity to miss it. Indeed, it would be good if a few of us responded to the 

appeal for help preparing, setting up, supervising, making music, and clearing up 

after: If you are ready to help with any of this, please let Father know. 

 

NEW MINISTERS OF COMMUNION: On Monday 9
th

 June, 7.30pm, there 

will be a short introductory session for those who have accepted the invitation to take 

on the administering of Communion in the Parish. 

 

PARISH PRAYER LIST: In our prayers we are asked to remember Vincent Clinch  
and David Balch who are in hospital, and all who are sick or housebound, including:  

Pamela Griffiths       Mary Stallone         Sheila Harris  John O’Dwyer           Sarah George         
Dorothy Waters        Jean Kerrigan      Lloyd Jones  John Maguire             Cecelia Mawby              
Pam Pitten           Shirley Evans         David Mabey         Isobel Cummins         Pauline Richards  
Paul Costigan           Valerie Donovan    Sheila Humphries  Bridie Tolan               Carol Morrissey         
Sandra Bray              Frank Colley        Wilson Brown Johanna Greenaway   Mary Pople       
Pat Emanuelli            Sandra Bray       Peggy & Joe Coll   Helen Fletcher-Davies       
Pamela & Denis Cronin 
 

“Spirit-filled evangelisers means evangelisers fearlessly open to the working of the 

Holy Spirit. At Pentecost, the Spirit made the apostles go forth from themselves and 

turned them into heralds of God’s wondrous deeds, capable of speaking to each person in 

his or her own language. The Holy Spirit also grants the courage to proclaim the newness 

of the Gospel with boldness in every time and place, even when it means opposition. Let 

us call upon the Spirit today, firmly rooted in prayer, for without prayer all our activity 

risks being fruitless and our message empty. Jesus wants evangelisers who proclaim the 

good news not only with words, but above all by a life transformed by God’s presence.  

“The primary  reason for evangelising is the love of Jesus which we have received, the experience of 

salvation which urges us to ever greater love of him. What kind of love would not feel the need to speak 

of the beloved, to point him out, to make him known?”         Pope Francis: ‘Evangelii Gaudium’. 



SAINT HELEN’S COMMUNITY CENTRE – THIS WEEK:  
 

Date Time Event 

Mon 26
th
 May   

Tue 27
th
 May 7.00pm Baptism Preparation in Church 

Wed 28
th
 May 1.00pm -  3.00pm 

6.30pm 

Gardening Group 

W.I. 

Thurs 29
th
 May 2.00pm Sunshine Club 

Fri 30
th
 May 7.30pm Parish Quiz 

Sat 31
st
 May 9.30am – 12.30pm Dance 

Sun 1
st
 June  11.30 am Tea, Coffee, & Biscuits 

 

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION 18
th

 May 2014 

 Gift Aid Weekly £  196.80 

 Non Gift Aid Weekly £  132.74 

Gift Aid Standing Orders £  559.26 

Non Gift Aid Standing Orders £    46.00 

Loose £  260.42 

TOTAL £1195.22 

Many thanks 

 

LOTTERY BONUS BALL  CONGRATULATIONS to the winners of the Bonus Ball no.36, 

Mary Bailey, Johanna Greenaway, and Glan Jones. A total of £68.00 was made for parish funds. TRY 

YOUR LUCK AGAIN THIS WEEK. 

 

THANK YOU for all of your prayers said for my Grand-daughter during her recent illness. She 

has now recovered and in good health. Angela J.  

 
CHRISTIAN PRAYER.     Section One:  Prayer in the Christian Life: 

Chapter 0ne: The Revelation of Prayer ~ The Universal Call to Prayer 

Article 3.  IN THE AGE OF THE CHURCH 

V. Prayer of PRAISE (2642) The Revelation of ‘what must soon take place’, the Apocalypse, is 

borne along by the songs of the heavenly liturgy (Cf. Rev. 4: 8–11; 5: 9–14; 7: 10–12) but also by the 

intercession of the ‘witnesses’ (martyrs) (Rev. 6: 10). The prophets and the saints, all those who, were 

slain on earth for their witness to Jesus, the vast throngs of those who, having come through the 

great tribulation have gone before us into the Kingdom, all sing the praise and glory of him who sits 

on the throne, and of the Lamb (Cf. Rev 18: 24; 19: 1-8). In communion with them the Church on 

earth also sings these songs with faith in the midst of trial. By means of petition and intercession, 

faith hopes against all hope and gives thanks to the ‘Father of lights’, from whom ‘every perfect gift’ 

comes down (Jas 1: 17.). Thus faith is pure praise. 

                                                                                                   Catechism of the Catholic Church 1992 

 
 

 

 

 
Parish Directory   
Priest: Revd. John Kelly  20883192;          Chair of Parish Council: Graham Taylor 20860919     

Saint Helen’s School: 20852532      Cardinal Newman School: 01443 494110     SVP: 20866838 
Hall: 20883192      Safeguarding Officer: 20864112        Cafod: 20861930       Music: Brett Pugh 07971848734. 

Newsletter items: 20883192 Website Additions:  Website@sthelenscaerphilly.com 

Parish@sthelenscaerphilly.com         www.sthelenscaerphilly.com  

NEWSLETTER: All items for inclusion no later than Wednesday evening please. 
 

Saint Helen’s is a Parish of the Archdiocese of Cardiff, a Registered Charity.  
 

http://sthelenscaerphilly.com/
http://sthelenscaerphilly.com/
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